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Great Bri ta in  Botes. 1 %. ' 

March 1, 1879. * t o  March 20, 1832 
Dept. bf  State/  .. 

Deot. of Sthate 
Wash. May 29, 1879 

The R'H . S i r  Edward p o r n t o n ,  K.C . B .  

B i r  : 
Referringto the correspondence which has Iz'een exohanged between u l i n  

r e l a t ion  t o  the l a t e l y  hos t fe l  Indians under the  aead of SB., I have nwow 
the honor t o  br ing ' to  your a t tent iqne the sabetanoe of recent iinformabiom 
received through the reeponsiblw aggnts of the Dept. of the Interio~,mfx*Lg 
and t o  invi te  earnest consideration of the  impos~llch2 important points 
thereby suggested. 

This Government has been informed t h a t  companies of h o s t i l e  Indiasns 
from Sb camp have been and are  ecar r te re  about, &n groupd of lodges of 
varying nun.-ers, throughoutthe en t i r e  northern pa r t  of the Indians Reser- 
vation having Fort Peck, on Poplar River, i n  Montana Terri tory,  fo r  i ts 
headquarters and agency. The peaoeable resident Indians pf the Reservation 
havr dai ly  come into the a e n c y ,  w i t h  bittercomplaints of the enoroaohmentr 

of SBts men on t h e i r  special  hunting grounds. They eay that  they f ind 
mxmxflkua,Uncap~pas from S B 1 e camp everywhere, driving and soat'xering 
the buffalo and other game and s tea l ing  t h e i r  hor e s  and running them 
ovrr the boundary l i n e ,  thus i n  every way diminishing the a b i l i t y  oend 
opportunity of the bgency Indians t o  main'tairi themselves. There i s  eve)ry 
reaeon to  believe tha t  SB himself was so l a t e  as the 19th ultimo, within 
the  t e r r i t o r y  of the United States ,  and- had been camped south pf the bd 
bonbdary l l n e  since Feb. last, and t h a t  p r a o t i m l y  a l l  of h i s  Indians had 
crossed t o  the southward of our northern boundary there being, as they 
claimdd,no gartle f o r  t h e i r  subsistence on the Canadian side. This s t a t lo f  
things batural ly  gives r i s e  tothe disquietude, notwithstanding the late 
inbormation, communicated to  me by you in  a recent conference, tha t  SBd 
at kart and h i s  chief lodges of a r r i o r e  were at l a s t  advices again on 
Br i t i sh  Territory. 

It i s  tUxafnxr t rue  tha t  these wnadering movements of an errenon& 
irreconci lable  and declaredly unfriendly IIndian foroe from on side 
to  the other of the f r o n t i e r  do not indicate any determinatban purpose 
o r  any disposit ion even, on t h e i r  par t  m t o  abandon f a residence under 
Bri t ieh protection,  or  to  renew the s t a t e  of warfare wi th  the Governrneht 
of the United Sta tes ,  whose act ive h i s t i l i a i e s  were only arres ted by the 
refuge sought and @forded on the s o i l  of a neighboring s t a t e .  Yet the 
s i tua t ion  now exis t ing  on both s ides  of the bordel asnnot but be regarded 
as one requzring the mpst urgent and oareful attentopm pf both governmnts, 
l e s t  by uncertainty as t o  the pre,cSse scope and dtifinition of theor 4 obligatdons toward each other ,  and ecis iod in  t h e i r  treatment of the@ 
Indians domiciled within t h e i r  jur isdict ion a d u e  and unneceesary diffho- 
u l t i e s  may grow ou t of the present a t t i t u d e  of ghese t r i b e s  whlxh haw 
have i n  the most formal manner possible to  t h e i r  savage s t a t e  renounoed 
f h i i r  rQg$ts i n  one country abd rejected terms 08 security,  subsistence 
and peace, to  seek and receive aeylum and residence i n  the other. 

Should these s@ra$ic movements continue, t h i s  GoQexmment may at s) 
any ttmra moment be brought face t o  face U i t h  the necessity of suppressing 
t h e  mamauding operations of $be h o s t i l e  Indians ?under SBts lead,  o r  eeven 
of resor t ing t o  active xefrffor~ m i l i t a r y  xrf.Jiaxa operat ions t o  repel 
Open attacks on the l i v e s  end presperi ty of own people. 
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