
Brooklyn A p r i l  5 t h  1890 - 
Kaj. Nc L a u r n i n  

Dear Sir! 

You w i l l  doubt leks  b e  msrprised t o  r ece ive  a l e t t e r  frum me a f t e r  o u r  no t  
very amicable conversa t ions  regard ing  my i n t e n d ~ d  jourhey t o  Cheyenne. And indeed 
i t  is  with r e l ~ c t a n c e  t h a t  I hurnble myself t o  add res s  you , knowing t h a t  :'ou 
cannot f e ~ , l  f r i e n d l y  disposed towards me. I do s o  borvever ou t  o f  love  f o r  my 
Indian  f r i e n d s  and because you are probably  t h e  o n l y  person  who c t n  f u r n i s h  m e  
w i th  some necesstiru infonnat lon  ~ T Q  and p o s s i b l e  pem8silitn.nr Even enemies canac t  
magnamous towmds each OCher, and I hope t h a t  you w i l l  extend t o  me t h e  couktesy 
of H gentleman, t o  a l ady ,  and answer my ques t ions  w i t h  tl f r ank  $es o r  no. It had 
been my i n t e n t i o n  f o r  yea r s  t o s  spend t h e  remainder o f  my l i f e  in - I lakota  ar?onC o r  
n e a r  my Indien  f r e i n d s .  Twice 1 have beent  t h e r e  r;nd r e tu rned  disappionte:' .  2 
E s p e c i a l l y  l a s t  summer, when t h e  most insu l t i rq ,  l i b e l s  were p r i n t e d  i n  G Bismarck 
an d Sioux C i t y  Jon rna l ,  and which weLae cop ie  I by n e a r l y  a l l  e a s t e r n  pager=- 
g i v i m  t h  t h e  2 u b l i c  w i t h  v a r i a t - o n s .  I ur:i n o t  of a revengful  d i spo  . i t i o n  b u t  I 
s i n c e r e l y  ho2e t D & t  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r  o f  those  falsehoods w i i l  meet aizr.  t h e  rei ,qrd 
he so  r i c h l y  mer i t s .  It is  such a brave noble deed f o r  :* s t rong  powerful nbn 

( c rea t ed  t o  p r o t e c t  woman) t o  t ramble upon, t o  a n i h a l d t e  u?oman. But  I mu:, t beg 

I 
pardon f o r  t digressing from t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u b j e c t  . A f t e r  l a s t  s m e r f i  
disappointment had grown l e s s  keen I prones  my Indi . .n  fr!end=: t o  r e t u r n  t o  them 
i t  had been my i n t e n t i o n  t o  t t k e  a c l a i m  on t h e  "Hew Landy1 s e  ed by t h e  n a j o r i t y  
of Ind ians  l a s t  yea r ,  t o  b u i l d  a house upon i t ,  an4 have c e r t a i n  days s e t  a p a r t  

I f o r  Ind. woman and g i r l s  t o  come t o  me f o r  instrue.- ion i n  u s e f u l  domestic 
a ~ c o ~ p o l i s h m e n t a .  Diy I n d i a n  f r i e n d s  tiowever wish me t o  live upon t t e  r e s e r v e t i o n  
and , e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  p u t  up a house f o r  me. They thoukht i L would be a l r i g h t ,  I 
however did not  t h i n k  it would be a l r i g h t  and dec l ined  t o  l i v e  lxra upon t h e  r e se rva t ion ;  
b u t  would buy o f  t h e  l and  ceded a s  t h e  opening o f  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o h  seems 
doub t fu l  a t  p r e s e n t ,  I would r i s k  a l l  I pos,,es.,ed i f  I took a c la im b u i l t  a house 
boug5t s tock  and t h e n  &.xx$ - f a i l .  I probably would no t  be a b l e  t o  d i s  > s e  of f i r d t  
c l g s s  p a i n t i n @  o r  i l u s h  lambrequins o r  be a b l e  t o  teach  modern languages bn t h e  

c"li*"7h Cp,*"~.&~il,+.li,%* V" *a+>.* 1.-  t 

p r a  f l ~ ~ ~ ~ " h o r r ' ( r ~ ~ - & ~ w h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ? j y i " ' f ~ ~ ~ ~ &  m-;P @%%ap :j a 1 it ;i e hl i lg ,  unt *'yw*4" 
looked about me, and s e l e c t e d  1::nd provide1  it can be boucht. I suppose t h e r e  w i l l  
be  no t i m b e r c u l t u r e  claims. I mould l l k e  t o  keep riiy promise to my o l a  Indian* 
f r i e n d  I have never  broken one t o  them, i n  my knowledge. I w i l l  no t  go t o  Dakota 
hovjever without  p o s i  t i v o l y  knowing t h a t  ihere w i l l  b e  no un i~ leasen tnes  s nor 
o p , o s i t i o n  about  t h e  m , t u e r ;  and t h a t  i f  I p u t  m:r foo t  upon t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  l t  w i l l  
b e  w i th  your f u l l  consent.  I sup2ose it is n e e d l ~ s  f o r  me t o  s t b t e  tL&t I have 
no in t en tbon  t o  become e i t h e r  S i t  ;in& Liull 's  wifg ,$r ~(,UHVJ, as t h e  segncious 
newspa2ers e d i t o r s  surmised. r-kqnor , , and .. r e y e c ?  $7,: Bwll a s  i f  he was my own f a t h e r  
and no th ing  can ever  ~ h : ~ k e  my f a i t h  irr hi,? u & a ~ i t l e s  anrt--?8l%a% I cc~n do t o  
make h i m  famoas 1 w i l l  c e r t a i n l g  do and 1 G i l l  sucrcked, 33ut I r e g r e t  .cbt n i  t h e  
---r, , L L / ^ / I  .0 3 *  "- ". ,4* . * 
pro-=nT:"nme lie i s '  so universally ds j$ge&:-  I woul3 be und r g r e a t  obligb'cions 
t o  you if you could conquer $our d i s l i k e  f o r  me s u f f i e i e n t l p  t o  answer nie regor'ding 

o Dakota and p o s s i b l e  s h o r t  s t a y  a t  t h e  ~ 6 : , e r v a t ~ o n  if you . It is a hasao?dous under ta  .in€, and my boy is  not  q u i t e  f-e 
onseque . t l : r  b ~ t  of  l i t t l e  2 r o t e c t l o n .  Yet I would love  t o  l i v e  
tiha& i can. be hap;)y no where e l s e .  

r l y  ansver  I a m  yours  r e s p e c t f u l l y  
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