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. , wtTfhy?l '1 never taught  my aeople t o  trust Americans. f have t o l d  
' .*\ 

them the  t r u t h  - t h a t  the Americans a r e  grea t  l iars.  I nevs r d e a l t  

w i t h  the Americans. Y'hy should I? The l a n d  belonged t o  my people.  I 

say I aever  d e a l t  w i t h  them - I mean never t r e a t e d  with them i n  a 

way t o  sur render  my people 's  r i g h t s .  I t&aded v l t h  them, but I always 

wave f u l l  value f o r  v:hat I got. I never asked the United s t a t e s  0 

Gov6rnment t o  make mme/presents of b lankets  o r  c l o t h ,  o r  ~ n y t h i n g  o f  t h a t  

kind. 2 h ~  m o s t  1 did  was t o  ask  them t o  sent. me an honest t r a d e r  that  

I could t r a d e  wi th ,  a n d  1 proposed t o  give him b u f f a l o  robes and ' 

e l k s k i n s ,  and o ther  h ides  i n  exchange f o r  what we wanted. 1 t o l d  every 

t r a d e r  who came t o  our camps t h a t  1 d i d  n o t  want any f a v o r s  from him - 
t h a t  I wanted t o  t r ade  . . i t h  him f a i r l y  and equal ly ,  g iv ing  him f u l l  

value f o r  aha t g o t ,  but the t r a d e r s  wanted m t o  t rade  wi th  them 
bo 

on/such terms. They wanted t o  give l i t t l e  sr:d g e t  much. They t o l d  

me if .I dia  n o t  accept what they gave me i n  t r a d e  the y  *auld g e t  the 

Government t o  f i g h t  mc. I t o l d  them 1 did n o t  want t o  f ight .1  

" 'Bu t  you fought?' * A t  l a s t ,  yes ;  but n o t  u n t i l  had t r i e d  hard 

t o  prevent  a  f i g h t .  k t  f irst  young men,  when they  began t o  t a l k  

bad, s t o l a  f i v e  American horses .  I did n o t  l i k e  t h i s  aad was a f r a i d  

som t h i n g  bad w o u l d  come o f  it. 1 took the horses  amay f r o m  them and 

gave them back t o  the  Arneric~~ns. It d i d  no good. By and by we had 

t o  f i g h t  

The r e p o r t e r  now drew from t h e  g rea t  l e a d e r  h i s  version of t h e  

L i t t l e  Big H o r n  f i g h t ,  and t,he dea th  o f  Custer.  B u t ,  a s  n e i t h e r  p a r t y  

t o  the dialogue were i n  the b a t t l e ,  t h i s  p a r t  o f  the in terv iew m u s t  

o f  necersi  t y  b e  the work o f  imagination and w i l l  n o t  be quoted. It i s  

impossible f o r  any one t o  give an a u t h e n t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  of a b a t t l e  

fought i n  h i s  absence. 


