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stxiipped from the dead body of the my braves who af ter-  

ward wore i t  u n t i l  h i s  death, and was I did not learn th i s ,  

however, u n t i l  a f t e r  the death o f  the brave. 

"On the night a f t e r  the ba t t l e  our ten ts  were struck and we s ta r ted  

northward, expecting an at tack on the following day. I& warriors were 

very t i r ed ,  ar:d had the pursuit been an act ive one we would, no doubt, 

have been overcorae. Had not Eajor Benteen joined forces with m j o r  Reno 

when we had the l a t t e r  surrounded i n  the woods, there would have been few 

soldiers  l e f t  i n  the three col?lmauds to  t e l l  the story o f  t h e i r  disaster .  

"No one can t e l l  who k i l l ed  General Custer, i t  i s  impossible because 

of two facts:  (1) iione of my braves knew Custer, and (2)  the t u m u l t  and 

smoke of the b a t t l e  were so great that combatants.were often obscxred 

ent i rely,  and the f ight ing was therefore promi'scuous. .None of my people 

ever boasted to  me t;hat they had k i l led  Custer. 

"1 have now told you a l l  tfist I know i n  regard t o  the fight with 

Qxster. I can't see t7hy the white 2eople hold rile responsible for  h i s  

death; the soldiers  attacked us and we fou$ht to defend ourselves. I f  a l l  
- 

my people had been slaughtered the v~hites would have been ;lad. I ar;l now a t  

peace, however, and do not want to  speak ill of' the goverruaent. I hope our 

peace m2- endure. I have only one ambition noa, and that  i s  to l i ve  the 

remainder of m y  days aith ::v children and people. I f ee l  tLat I~IJ l i f e  

w i l l  not low er-dure: a lurg trouble 1,as a f f l i c t ed  me for  more than a year, 

and seems to  grow gradually worse. I.hny offers  have been rnade me to 

t rave l  throui;.h the country and show rayself, but no inducernents could 

prevail. I never roCe on the cars and fear  such t rave l  rvould nmke nie 

sick; besides, I would not t r u s t  myself with the vhi tes ,  who would a ta rve  

me. Ey delight i s  to have rqy children with me every day, and here ar~~ong 

my people w i l l  I die." 


