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were invaded when ;old VILI discovered there; we asked f c r  protect ion, 

which was pronised, but with a l l  our irnportlrcnities the ;overmieut refused 

to come t o  our aid. 'Jhite thieves cormnitted depredations and then accused 

my people of perpetrating the acts .  '#'jell, i t  i s  no w e  to t e l l  you 

roore. A t  l a s t  we resis ted,  and that  moment the poor despised I n d i a  

raised h i s  arm t o  p o t e c t  h is  wife, children and h is  o m ,  the government 

t o  which we looked f o r  a id that  had been promised, l e t  loose the a r r i ~  

apon as t o  k i l l  nithout mercy, extennirute i f  possible. 'Je fowht as brave 

men f ight ,  with no advantages but courage t o  defend usurpers, we 

rnet our enemies and honorably defeated them. 

l12ow it is  ssked, why do I refkse to ta lk  about our f idht  1.vith 

Custer? Yau cannot- von8er a t  ru silence. Ever3 EM'S r i f l e  i s  leveled 

a t  the Indianf s ilehrt; every white rmn c r j  es out, ' l e t  LLS a v c ~ q e  Custer, 

and especial hatred i s  directed agxinst S i t t ing  Bull. I m afrzid to  

%ras t  ,.;yself aT:rn."r from people. They have tempted me with large offers  

t o  t rave l  in the States,  'out the cars would r;ltke n e  sick, and once  holly 

within the i r  power, the xhi te  people v ~ u l d  starve m e  t o  death, becttuse 

they say I ~nurderad Custer. 
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"Ejow i: t e l l  you the trtrth, a f t e r  our figlit a t  Port Pezse m y  I 
, 

people concluded t o  leave our country and t rave l  into the Br i t i sh  Possessions, 

where xe hoped to find plenty of gatlie and be t t e r  protection. To prepare 

fo r  t h i s  ,.reat journey and change, we held our annual Sun Dance, being our 

offering t o  the !Great Sp i r i t .  It i s  our be l ie f  tha t  we can only come into 

the presence of the Great Sp i r i t  th rowh sufferings of the flesh, but 

though the ceremony indicates pain to  those xho part ic ipate ,  yet fillere 

i s  rea l ly  no suffering when there i s  an acceptance. kt the conclusion of 

the th i rd  day of beca'ie ;ulsconscious of m j ~  ~ i a t e r i a l  surroundings 


