The Riders of the Plains
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decision. +he alarming diminution in the number of buffalo made it urgent thut the
P T e i T e

Sioux should be s=nt over the border ac quickly g5 possible, for each year saw the
Indians of the north-west threatened more and more with famine. The consequent increase
of the burden on the shouléers of the siounted Police was very great, and called for
serious consideration. “hat the Force itself, however, h:d complete confidence in its
own strength is made evident by a report from the officer commandin. the “/ood MOuntéin
post at that time. *e recommended that "At least fifty men" should be stationed
there, as there were about three thousand Sioux camped in the vicinity!?

How the Police impressed Sitting 3ull and his turbulent warriors is well illustrat-
ed by the affair in which Zergeant M'Donald figured. The scene is still “ood liountain.
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Une day the Police found hzlf a dozen Zalteay¥ Indians / dead newr their post, and
not only dead but scalped. Another Salteaux who had witnessed the tragedy confimmed -
the belief that the perpetrators of the criue were Sioux, and if further proof were
wa;ting it was afforded by Zitting 3Bull himself, who soon =fter =preared at the Police
quarters and cemanded the surrender of the surviving Salteaux. Sergeant 1I'Donald was
a tough hut for the Sioux chief to attempt to crack. He wus not a bit scared when
3itting Bull leaped from his pony and ran forward thrusting the muzzle of his gun into
the other's stomach. The 0ld soldier pushed the weapon to one side, and invited
Sitting 3ull and the four chieis with him to eniter the stockade nnd have a "pow-wow."
The rest of the Indians - about five hundred in all = remained outside.

When Sergeant Ll'Donalc conducted the cliiefs into his quarters their arms
were left stacked in the yard. This strate;ic move gave him the whip hand over them.
First he commanded that the howling mob of "braves" without should b: ordered %o
disperse. This was done; then the serjeant explained the law to them, and announced
that ne was zoing 10 send to the Zioux caup to arrest the murderers of the dezd
Salteaux. Threze constables went on this mission, and a livelyltime they by all accounts,
with the Sioux hustling them and trying to provoke a fight. 3But they got their men,
whose names were known, and they brought the prisoners back. Sitting Bull received

his first lesson in Police methods then; the second cume when the prisoners in



