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I n  &Bay and June of 1877 Assistant-Commissioner Irvine had several  interviews v;ith 

t h e  5 io .x  chief .  "I was particula:.ly s t ruck with S i t t i n g  Bull," he says. "He i s  

a msn oi' somev~hat short sttl.ture, but  with a pleasant face, a mouth showing grea t  

deterraination, :;nd a f ine ,  high forehead. ':hen he smiled, which he of ten Cid, his 
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face brightened up i~onderful ly ,  I s b u l d  say he i s  a m n  of about forty-five years 

of age. The warriors vdlo came with him were a l l  men of immense height arid very 

A t  these i:&terviews S i t t i n g  Bull was confronted with some Americans delegated by 

t he  au th0a i t i es  a t  'isshington t o  t r e a t  with t h e  Indians. >he chief  w l s  firm ic 

repe l l ing  t h e i r  advances, arid i n  recapitulat ir ig h i s  grievances and. meetiag t h e i r  

A ar5wnents showed himself t o  be posseseed of much capabi l i ty .  '.'he s c n e  a t  the  second 

fi 
1 'c. conference a t  the inclian camp, a s  r e  have i t  described f o r  US by Adjutant 3al rynple  

Zlerrk 0:' the  Force, was an e f fec t ive  one. :he f i r s t  p r o ~ e e d i ~ :  z~as  the  l igh t ing  of 
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@ the  geace pipe. Yh:s was done by means of a buffalo chip, s match bein; considered 
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t o  be deception. :'hen, -,alcini; h i s  pipe, ,' S i t t i n g  3 u l l  pointed it t o  the  four  quarters,  

a-ld h d d e d  i t  t o  Colonel rrvirlc, holding the  end himself ant saying: "I$ drrznefather, 

( Xote - In  lndizn oyzzory the  term "Grandfather" someti~ii~e. c i g i f ' i e o  the s p i r i t  

of the  saeaker's grandfati-er, WLL someti:,ies the  Creator.) have p i t y  on me; he Ere going 

t o  b t  ra ised with u ne :  people." A 1 1  the of-  i ce rs  i s r e se~ i t  sr?oked, frld so did the 

others of the l;arty, the sr.loki11; of the  pipe being talc stro11;est form of 02th. 

S i t t i n g  Bull liOy:f rose UP snd made 2 speech proclaim in^ hov~ badly he had be n 

t rea ted  by the  *sierica~lr;.  In  t h i s  ne  s a r  suppo ted  by Ltv-;.et Sif'd urd Spotted %gle, 

members of his band, both of whom clzimed t h e  protect ign of the  ::'bite Ivlother ( t he  

%een), upon whose mercy they threw themselves. Later  on, a f t e r  one of the :her icms ,  

a pr ies t ,  had pleaded with him, S i t t i n g  3 u l l  spolie w a i n  i l l  the follo:..in;; ~ ~ o r d s :  - 
('0 remember t h i s  i s  the  lalid I :.,ls brought up on, me an<.. a -.:omtzn. ?hat 

i s  t h  reason I came back; I vas 3rought up here. God b!.oug;;Slt : ~ p  thirg's from the 

ground f o r  t?y children.  I wzs bra-uht w!;.sre Sod m.ue food f o r  mz. I s i t  on the  ,.round 

al:rl hold it strorb; now. ' hen I Q ~  ?jr,;iildf ~t : -e r  l ived 1 cmL1e back. Lis ten t o  me. Look 

illto r.v eyes. Look str._ti;ht a t  me. 30  you know irkat yo:r t e l l  me i s  going to  be so? 


