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The outcome o f t h e  s i t u a t i o n  n . s  t i a t  - i t t i n g  3ull  proclairned war upon t h e  
I 

United I t a t e s  ~.overnriit:nt, i:i the  s p r i ~ l g  02' 1877 a consir ierable  body oC t roops  w a s  

d i ~ ; ~ t c h e d  a g a i n s t  him. 3ne oi' t h e  t h r e e  zolumns placed i n  t h e  f i e l d  cvcts under t h e  

corn.=nd of' ;eyler.?.l 2er ry .  uncier t . . is  l e a d e r  arzs ;enera1 Cus ter ,  ~;ho had van C i s t i n c t i o n  

f o r  himself  i n  t h e  l a t e  C i v i l  <:sr. J u s t e r ,  noreover ,  w a s  an Indian  f i g h t e r  of no mean 

r epu ta t ion ,  rtnC if, was hard ly  t o  be expected that he, o f  A1 men, should cour t  d i s a s t e r .  
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Yet / 8 t c h  VKLS t h e  case. ?&king a march i n  advance of  t he  main body, Senera l  Custer  

came unexpedtedlj. upon t h e  Sioux cannp i n  t h e  Valley of t h e  Lit  l,le 3 i ~  Horn, and a t  a 

moment .!]hen he w-s s c a r c e l g  i n  n p o s i t i o n  t o  a t t a c k .  

i i t h  r :ck less  contei:~pt f o r  h i s  enemy, Cus ter  moved d i r s c t l L r  upon t h e  Inciians. 

h'is fo rce  of about 1200 men -:rrts d iv ided  in',o f,hree s e c t i o n s ,  on?, under I . k jo r  iceno, 

bein; o r  e red  t o  make a f r o l i t a l  a t t a c k ,  h i l e  another ,  u n + e r  h imsel f ,  mace a de tour  t o  

t h e  back of t h e  p o s i t i o n .  ':he t h i r d  sectj.011, conpri:.im; f o u r  companies, mere detzched s 

mile  o r  so i r ;  t h e  r e a r .  I n  l i t 4 , 1 e  -::-:ile %jar Herio found himself  cornpelled t o  d r a ~ i  o f f  

t o  9, h i ~ h  b l ; i f f ,  so f i e r c e  vias t h e  f i g h t i ~ ,  bu t  d i s r e g  ,n-:irg t h i s ,  2 u s t e r  hu r l ed  
J 

himself i n t o  t h e  t h i c k  o ' t h e  b a t t l e .  The r e s u l t  i s  a n q t t e r  of  h i s t o r y .  ?he hap le s s  

General and evsrj. man o:' h i s  ~ o t - ~ ~ n a ~ l d  were s l a i n ;  n o t  tt, s in-;le one escrzped t h e  f u r y  

of t h e  Sioux. For  the r e s t ,  it is  eno-qh  t o  s3.y the-t I.&jor Lieno and t h e  cor.ipanies 

~ ,v i th  him rctnugsd t o  hold. t h e i r  o !n u n t i l  r e l i e f  came. 

That i s  t h e  s t o r y  o i' t h e  C - ~ s t e r  BIa..;sacre. ?:alted :ith t h e i r  v i c to ry ,  b u t  

w i s h P ~ 1  t o  avoid P u t h e r  conf:l,iqf, Si t t in , .  3~11 arld his war r io r s  l o s t  l i t t l e  t ime i n  
. _.-- - - +,- 

I. / --  
p h h i n g  north~:rtrds,  evading t h e  -2nericzn t r o o p s  who were i n  hot  p u r s u i t .  I n  I;lay o f  

18'77, t h e  CarT~dini i  Soverlunent was appr i sed  of t i le f t i c , ,  thmt t h e  Sioux Chief knd crossed  

t h e  border  and joined h i s  conpatriot:; who were a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  " . 'err i tor iss .  

? h i s  ii-ivasion i r i  i t s e l f  w a s  a la rming  enough, bu; t h e  d m g e r  ,:i-,s increased  

c o n s i i e r a b l y  -:!hen i n  due t ime o t h e r  l a r g e  bnnds of Sioux, fe:zri~i,; r e p r i s a l s  on t h e  

p a r t  o f  t i le Unit d S t a t c s  m t h o r i t i e s ,  trooped over t he  in te r iza t ionnl  l i n e  t o  throw 

i n  t h e i r  lot, w i t h  t he  r ebe l s .  be t lms s ~ d d e n l y  burdensd aitL t h e  cxre o ' over  f i v e  
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thous a d  / h o s t i l e  Ind ians  :its more than  t h e  T a n s d i m  Govern:i~ent hzd bq.r,:aineit Tor. 


