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Chapter 5. The Sitting Bull Inecident

Unwelcome Visitore from the United State: Impose Several Years Hard Work and Grave
Hesponsibilities~‘he Great Sicux Leader and the Custer Massacre.

Pege 46, Znd col.

In the early '70's Sitting Bull set up a claim to all the land for forty rods on btoth
sides of the Yellowstone &nd all its tributaries. In the latter part of 1870 a pariy of
white men fro m Montans invaded Sitting Bull's territory and built a fort. The Indians
were determine: that ihe party should evacuate, and during the months of December 1875
and January 1876 there were daily attacks upon the fort. A strong force of United States
reguiars and Montana militia wes sent to the relief of the place, znd occupants of the
forts were taken awsy, and Sitting Bull promptly fired the place. Sitting Bull reache d
the zenith of iis fame and power the succeeding surmer.
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Page 46, 2nd col.

Therew was a gr-=at rush of miners and prosyecturs to the country immedeéately, and it was
one of these parties that established the fort which Sitting Bull had caused the evacuatia
ofs Several gregt Indizns chiefs visited Washington to protest ggainst the invasion of the
prospectors, which they pointed out was a clear violation of existing treaties between
the Indians and the United States Government. The Washington officials asgreed to keep
the prospectors out but failed to do so, and by the sutumn of 1875 there were & thousend
miners at work in the BRBlsack i:ills,

Page 47, 2nd Col. bBegin.

For some weeks the U_ited States troops supposed that Siting Bull had been killed in the
fight with ¢uster's ?orce, but in course of time reports from the wild country in the
north of the state near the Canadhden frontier showed that he was glive, and militray opers
tions were resumed. Im May, 1877, reports from Canada, thoough the North-iiest Mounted
Police, announced that the old leader, with nah¥y of hiw warriors;-had-teken.refllge.s8Cr0ss
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As early as Na¥;~I876, the lounted Pol1é“wﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁén“keop@ngmawgg arp ookout for hands

of fugitive Indians from across the lines. ‘he assisstant Commissioner, Lleut.-Eol. Irvir
in temporary command of the Force during the Commissioner's absence in the eust, in the
summer, instructed Inspector Crozier, in cormand &t Cypress Hills, to even gather all
information he could regarding the r.ovements of the Sioux Indian8 on the United Staies
side of the line.

During December, 1876, United States Indians, under black Moon, an Unapapa Sioux

chief, numbering avout 500 men. 1,000 women, and 1,400 child@ren, with about 3

, 000 horseb
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