
7--Hunting f o r  S i t t i n g  B u l l  

they move along almost without eyes, nothing beyond a very short distance from 

the moving column being seen o r  known, and the game of w a r  i s  carr ied on very 

much on the principle  of "Blindman's Bluff," The Indians can always, i n  summer, 

avoid a single column, o r  se lec t  t h e i r  own time and place f o r  meeting it. 

And they kever do meet it unless they are  prepared and have - all the advantages 

on t h e i r  side. The campaign of last year f u l l y  exenrplified this. Hence there 

are  but two al ternat ives by which swcess  can be attained. Operate against 

them i n  the winter-time, when t h e i r  movements are res t r ic ted ,  t h e i r  watchfulness 

l e s s  e f f ic ient ,  and any nsigns" l e f t  i n  the  snow a s  plainly read by a white 

man as by an Indian; o r  e l se  have i n  the  f i e l d  a number of columns, so tha t  

the moving Indian vi l lages cannot avoid a l l  of them, and have these columns 

cooperate under some common head, Each of them being strong enough t o  take 

care of i t s e l f ,  t he  Indians, i f  successful i n  eluding one, w i l l  i n  a l l  proba- 

b i l i t y  be encountered by one of the others. The two posts t o  be established 

i n  the  Yellowstone country w i l l  serve a s  starting-points fo r  two of these 

columns, and a s  depots of supplies and r e s t  f o r  all. 

Omother important element enters  into t h i s  system of warfare, fo r  which, 

a s  yet, no adequate provision has been made. This i s  the care of the wounded, 

who cannot, as i n  c iv i l ized  warfare, be l e f t  i n  hospitals on the f i e l d  of bat t le .  

An Indian i s  rare ly  defeated u n t i l  he i s  dead, and he not only k i l l s  every one 

of h i s  enemies he can find, but wreaks h i s  vengeance on his dead body. Hence, 

a very small number of wounded men i s  suff icient  t o  temporarily paralyze the 

offensive operations of a considerable body of troops. The Indians are  be t te r  

prepared i n  every way than our troops t o  carry off t h e i r  wounded, and, as they 

invariably do it, we might very profi tably take some lessons from them on the 

subject . 


