
2--Hunting S i t t i ng  Bull 

i s  a l l  very well, but how a m  you going t o  avoid i t ? n  This question I w i l l  

answer by asking another. How do you ever avoid war? It can be avoided 

sometimes by the  exercise of a s p i r i t  of concession and justice,  a s p i r i t  

d i r ec t ly  opposite t o  tha t  which has universally characterized the treatment 

of the  red man of t h i s  continent by the American people. You cannot point 

t o  one single t r e a t y  made with the Indians which has not at  some time o r  

other been violated by the whites, and you can point t o  innumerable instances 

where t he  Indian has been most outrageously swindled by the agents of the 

government; and the great wonder is, not t h a t  we have had so many w a r s  but 

t ha t  we have had so few, The Indian, although a savage, i s  s t i l l  a man, 

with probably qui te  a s  much ins t inc t ive  sense of r igh t  and wrong a s  a white 

man, and quite a s  sensible as the l a t t e r  when wrongs are perpetrated against 

him, He - argues i n  t h i s  way: The white man has come i n t o  country and 

t&en away everything which formerly belonged t o  me. He even drives  off 

and recklessly destroys the game which the Great S p i r i t  has given me to 

subsis t  on, He owes me something f o r  this, but generally refuses t o  pay, 

Now and the,  as we f ind  his settlements closing i n  around us, we succeed 

i n  get t ing him t o  promise u s  a cer tain yearly amount of food and clothing, 

t h a t  our wives and children may not starve o r  freeze t o  death, but when 

h i s  agents come t o  turn these over t o  us we f ind  the  quantity growing l e s s  

and l e s s  every year, and the agents growing r i t h  upon what was intended 

t o  feed and clothe us. We t r y  t o  reach the  ear  of our nGreat Fathern t o  

t e l l  h i m  of our troubles, and how h i s  agents defraud us, but he i s  so f a r  
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awa tha t  our words do not reach him. We cannot see our wives and children Y------- 


