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To my mind Red Cloud's high character places him on an equal i ty  with prominent men of 

America, i r respect ive of color, 

.In considering t h e  Indian, while most pe rsons recognize the disadvantages under 

which he has lhbored, yet  I am persuaded t h a t  very fe+eal ize . the  great ,  almost over- 

whelming d i f f i cu l ty ,  which m u  t be overcmdbefore a t r u l y  strong and high character 

can be developed. With but few exceptions, nearly every white man who went on tb 
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m n t i e r  a s  a scout, miner, .trader, hunter o r  explorer,  exhibited the worst s ide  of 
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is character when among Andians, It is natural  thatlollen a m n  i s  i n  a new and wild - 
country, f a r  from r e s t r a i n t ,  untrammeled by laws, unchecked by society  o r  the re f in ing  

influence of innen, a l l  t h a t  i s  bad i n  him canes t o  the surface, adany men died i n  

defense of a woman or  chi ld ,  underwent great  hardship t o  succor a comrade i n  danger, 

exhibited personal bravery in the defense of claims, wagon-trains, ranches, etc.,  but, 

admitting a l l  thils i n  t h e i r  favor, most of the& -were de s t i t u t e  of a regard roF the 
b/ --- 
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righ-ans, Such men inspired hatred i n  t h e i r  dealings with the Sioux, 
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The lndian becaae acquainted with a l l  t ha t  was bad, and saw but l i t t l e  of the  
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r e a l  good of c iv i l i za t ion .  He heard more oaths than prayers, saw mor$paloons than '  

churches o r  schools. The men whom he met were not calculated,  by t h e i r  dots,  t o  

insp i re  him with any confidence or respect f o r  the white race. l ibhe Plains  t r i b e s  

had associated with a be t t e r  c lass  of c i t i zens  before they had learned the vices of 

c iv i l i za t ion ,  I am satgsf ied t h a t  the  h i s tor ian  would not be compelled to  write so 

dark and t rag ic  a narrat ive;  nor would he f e l l  constrained to  hold them up a s k i t  

subjects  fo r  p i t y  and compassion. 1 

I Considering t h a t  Red Cloud came in .  contact with c lass  of white men whose 8( --.--_lt- 
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presence would not be tolerated i n  a respectable c o r ~ i t y ;  h i s  high character, his 
r_-y.pI-----.-~- ._ - . - -  - - .  . - - 
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forbearance, h i s  submiasion t o  t he  unjust  a c t s  of h i s  conquerors, places him, i n  
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my opinion, among ths  grea t  men of BPaerica, regardless of color ,bir th  o r  ancestry. 

H i s  career exhib i t s  a degree of mental capacisy, a knowledge of human nature and an 

acquaintance with the  a f f a i r s  of  men which we would no t  expect i n  t he  mind of a 

savage. Red Cloud's bearing towards the Government i n  the Leavenworth and Fort  


