
S'ICNOPSIS OF PROPOSED ARTICB ON BUFFALO BILL 

(w* P. c a y ,  1846-1917) 

Man and boy, W i l l i a m  F. Cody lived almost the whole span of winning the West. 

When a s  a boy he crossed the ~ s s o u r i ,  it was the jumping-off place f o r  civi l isat ion.  

When he died, the West had been conquered and se t t led  and studded with dude ranches. 

Cody's great s k i l l  was a s  a handler of horses. He was one of the greatsat  horse- 

men who ever l ived i n  the States, and a l l  his ashieveaents grow from this fact.  He 

was f o r  a t h e  a m e t e d  errand boy, and afterwards a Pony Express rider.  He took 

part i n  the border warfare along the Missouri, and a f t e r  the Civi l  Var broke mt he 

volunteered. Afier the war, while the rai l roads were pushing westward across the 

plains, Cody eontracted t o  k i l l  enough bison t o  feed the construction canpa, and 

h i s  success i n  shooting buffalo won laint the nante Buffalo B i l l .  

When work on the railroad stopped, Cody moved t o  Fort Lamed t o  work for  Uncle 

Sam and soon was emp1opd as  a s ~ o u t  by the Army, During h i s  service he made mny 

remarkable r ides  and had hair-breadth escapes, @ W n g  the rank of Chief of Scouts 

f o r  the Fi f th  Cavalry and the friendship of the Amy officers. fie was a great hunter, 

t r a i l e r ,  horsenuin and scout, and a lso  one of the best guides on the plains. 

Bed Buntline mote  up his exploits i n  a se r i e s  of novels and s o  mde CQdy famous 

a l l  over the country. 
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When he lras not acting as scout for  the Army, Cody @ded par t ies  of wealthy 

Zadierners who wished t o  h a t  big game and was selected, along with s i l d  B i l l  Hiekock, 

t o  a c t  as guide when General Sheridan entertained Grand Duke Alexis of Russia with a 

big buffalo hunt. 

Buntline persuaded buffalo B i l l  t o  a c t  i n  one of h i s  shms i n  Hew York, and 

Cady made a great h i t  as an actor. But when Indian war broke ant again and he was 

stmaoned by General Sheridan t o  a c t  a s  scout again, he l e f t  the theater i n  the middle 


