
Roman Nose was never a chief, because he was such a f ighter  tha t  he f e l t  he 

lacked the gentleness and soc ia l  qua l i t ies  required 0% aWUbp) tha office. But he was 

a great leader of warriors, and by the time of our Civil  War had already made him- 

self  famo@s i n  combats with other t r ibes .  The Cheyennes were fr iendly with the 

whites a t  t h a t  t b e ,  and it was not u n t i l  1864, when the Colorado Volunteers 

attacked Black Kettle 's  camp on Sand Creek and k i l led  a great many Indians, t h a t  

Roman Hose and h i s  people became rea l ly  host i le .  This massacre on Sand Creek in- 

flamed the Cheyennes with hatred of the whites, and f o r  the next few p a r s  Roman 

Nose was a leader i n  conf l ic t s  with the troops and se t t l e r s .  I n  1865 he led the 

Cheyenne forces, which worked with S i t t i ng  B u l l  and other Sioux chiefs, t o  combat 

Generals Connor, Nelson and Cole. On Powder River they brought the campaign t o  a 

disastrous close, driving the troops from the Indian country. 

I n  '66 he helped harass the troops and civi l ians on the trails t o  Montana, 

and when General Hancock marched in to  the Indian country Roman Nose was one of 

the chiefs who ~ t e t  him. Hancock insis ted on camping near the Indian village, which 
a l l  

2 frightened/the women and children in to  running away i n  the snow. The men followed, 

and a f t e r  t h a t  wrecked a t r a i n  and looted it. The Indian agent, Wynkoop, had led 

Hanoock t o  the Cheyenne camp. A t  the t r ea ty  of Medicine Lodge t h a t  summer, Roman 

Hose went gunning f o r  Wynkoop i n  the Indian camp. But Wynkoop was warned and had 

a f a s t  horse. He got away. 

Roman Nose was engaged i n  several skirmishes tha t  par, but attended the 

t rea ty  a t  Fort Lararnie i n  '68. That f a l l ,  however, Colonel Forsyth and h i s  

scouts rode out From Fort Wallace looking f o r  Indians. A s  i B  happened, the Indians 

saw them f i r s t  and attacked. When the troops had reached the Arikaree River, the 

white men took ref'uge on a l i t t l e  sandy island i n  the shallow stream. The 


