
Crorr Dog, t h e  ~ u r d e r e d  o r  Spot ted T a i l ,  nus given t r i h l  i n  J u d ~ e  E!oodyss 

cou r t  - t  3e~dwoo i  and nc;s convicted and sentenced t o  he  hung. 'Ihere n;s a q u e ~ t i o n  

a t o u t  t i e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  cou r t ,  an2 a s  a t e  t cace the  .ue . , t ion  was c a r r i e d  

t o  t h e  su2reme cour t  o f  t h e  Tinitcd dtkcues, ];hick keld t h a t  under t h e  s t a t u t e  t h e  

c o u r t s  of  t h e  Enited S t a t e s  hcd no j u r i s d i c t i o n  a s  t o  crirccs committed by one 

Jndian, nor t o  any Indian  c o ~ n i ~ i t t i n c  a p j  offence  i n  t h e  Indian  country zho had been 
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by the  l o c a l  lams o f  h i s  t r i b e .  The murderer nh, t he re / fo re  s e t  f r e e  and 

( re turned  t o  t h e  reservkt ion .  -,s e consequence of  t C i s  d e c i s i o n  n verg b t d  s t a t e  

of  a f f a i r s   rev ~p on the  re: ,ervation. 'Tnite 'Ihunder, t he  b%-zt  f r i end  t h e  kovernment 

had tit Rosebud agency, was nurdered i n  1084 by young Spotted T a i l  :nd %under B a ~ ~ l i ,  

and as they  i m e d i a t e l y ,  i n  accordance zii th t h e  l o c a i  laws o f  tile t r i b e ,  expia ted  

t h e  c r i n e  by pziying ponies  t o  t h e  family oC t h 8  murdered Indian ,  no th ing  could be " 

done t o  punish  t!;ern f o r  the  offense.  

&bout t h i s  time a system of  Ind ian  c o u r t s  was c rea ted  b t  a l l  02 the  agencies  

f o r  t h e  punishment of  minor o f f enses  and f o r  t h e  addustment of d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  

among the  Indians ,  \?hicfi proved t o  be  of g r e a t  b e n e f i t  i r i  9re:;erving o r d e r  and very 

popular  viith t h e  Indians  themselves. Three of  t he  b e s t  hnd most r e l i a b l e  Indians  

were s e l e c t e d  by the agent  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  t h i s  cou r t  i n  t h e  f i s t  i n s t ance ,  bu t  l a t e r  

t h e  Indians  i n  counci l  n e r e  permi t ted  t o  e l e c t  t h e i r  o ~ m  judgec. It i s  h igh ly  

c r e d i t a i l e  t o  than t h a t  they  have inva r ihb ly  e l e c t e d  t h e  Les t  men i n  t h e  t r i b e  t o  

hold t h e ~ e  r e spons ib l e  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  then,  znd t h c i r  d e c i s i o n s  have g iven  almost 

un ive r sa l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  every Indian  aggrieved by t h e i r  dec i s ions  has a r i g h t  

of ap2ea l  t o  t h e  agent ,  appea ls  aze  very r e r e  indeed. 

Cn t h e  1st dby of  Januzry, 1885, Lower Eru le  I n i i a n ,  was 

k i l l e d  by btrio n h i t e  men od Dry I s l a n d  i n  t h e  I l i ~ s o u r i  S ive r .  The men irere cngzged 

i n  s t e a l i n c  t i ~ n b e r  f r o n  the  r e s e ~ v ~ t i o n ,  and t h e  Ind ian  t r i e d  t o  ctop them. &cry # 

words folloried, vfkick r e s u l t e d  i n  t he  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  Indian. Tile muz.dere;.s r7;ere 

a ~ r e s t e d  and t r i e d  before  t h e  Znited S t h t e s  c o u r t  k t  Tankton, bu; acqu i t t ed .  i ~ t  

t h a t  t i n e  it was verg  d i f f i c u l t  t o  secure  t ju ry  i n  3a:;otn t h a t  would do j u s t i c e  


