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t he  szxe s t r epa .  L1Lc7~t 11 o'clock a. c;., / Custe; ~ o t i o n c d  t o  I e n o  t o  cci-e o - ~ s r  

I 

t o  him, znd 1 eno c ~ o ~  scd ths c-eolr en5 Clistcr to12 YiTm t h o t  tho v i l l a c e  ~1::s oaiy 

thcmght ;)rudext ~ i l d  t o  charce after:;ard, 2nd t l ~ t  tk:: ;;hole o - ~ t f i t  ;!o.~ld su92ort  

h i . '  L-o f i r t k e r  c ~ r . m - ~ i c n t i o n  w t i ~  :;-d , i t h  ?us t e r ,  buz i; is  mani fes t  tLa t  h i s  

p l a n  of s u ~ ; > o x ~ t  nas  t o  proceed do!;n :;f;e e h s t  s i d e  of  t h e  c-ee;r crea"ue a d i v e r s i o n  

'cy s t r i k i n g  t h e  lower end o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Senteen aorj a t  t h l s  t i r ,e  ~ ;oving  o f f  t o  

,tie l e f t  on k i s  s cou t ,  acd Cus ter ,  h;vin& discovered t3e l o c z t i o n  of t h e  v i l l z g e ,  

s e n t  a rcessenje2 t o  him t o  :&tun l;uic::ly t o  join h i s  c o r ~ l m d .  ; i f ter  :! 30's 
P 

l a s t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  n i t h  ; ~ ~ s t e - .  he ncved fornard  r ap id ly  ::nd c ~ o s s e d  the  creek about  

tno m i l e s  fror: th,  t p o i n t ,  nhere tie h- l ted f o r  cbout ;en r 2 i n ~ t e s  to g e t  h i s  f o r c e s  

i n  order .  It nc;s now n e a r l y  1 o v c l o c k  p. m. Ee vrzs stil.: sevcr.,l n i i c s  south  of  t h e  

c a m ,  b u t  t e rn  was 2 l e r c e  p r t y  o f  ~ . - l a r r i o r ~  i i r e c t l y  t e f o z e  him. ;;en0 chzrged, 

d r k i i n g  the  Indians  n i t L  ~ r e ~ t  ecse  3oo:in the  -~c? - l ey  f o r  a b u t  t i , i O  -r^d a  ! ~ a l f  r i i l e s ,  

vhen ke 3iscovered t l - ~ t  iie ;ies 'ceinr drhnn i n t o  a  t rap.  I:e could r,o lancer s e e  

Cus ter  or. tiay s i c n s  of su:;?ort; the  v8;r:- eart 'n scencd t c  [ro;! Ixciians, ~ ; h o  in s t ead  

of r e t r e a t i w  f u r t h e r  ;;lcre running towsrd i i i n l  i n  7-st snanns. .;t;einr t%:t ne must 

2c f tn3  hirnsclf ;;;d ,i-:e u:, t he  c t t a c k ,  he dismounted an2 too!: a p o s i t i o n  a t  t t e  

p o i n t  of . pa tch  of' t imber :'hick furn ished ,  near  i t s  edge, c s h e l t e r  fo; t h e  horses ,  

and fought  then  on foot .  Ile nsde  some p rog res s  through tlie .doofis, but a s  he 

approached t h e  v i l l a g c  lenrnad  t k t  ke  .i- s f i ,ht ing a g t i  - st trenendous o ids ,  a t  

l e a s t  f i v e  t o  one. The Indians  n e r e  f lankink  him rind h i s  on ly  hope f o r  escape 

from t o t a l  destTuct ion a23 i n  f l i g h t .  Ykere x e r e  only 2 fern Indians  on the  s i d e  

toward tfie r i v e r ,  .*nd remounting h i s  men, he dashed acroLs t h e  creel; and , a ined  the  

b l u f f s  on t h e  ens; s ide .  1J,e l o s t  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  aild efienty-nine e n l i s t e d  men 

k i l l e d  an3 seven :iounded i n  t h i s  a t t a c k .  This  end o f  t he  v i l l a ~ e  : i&s i n  t h e  

f i r s t  i n s t ance  u d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  I m a d u t a ,  bu t  s ee ing  :hat t h e  2 a i n  a t t a c k  
a31 

nas  being m ~ d e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  G a l l  bee11 s e n t  f r o n  tLe / gncgapas f r o n  the  

l o w e r  v i l l a g e  t o  a s s i s t  i n  r e2u l s ing  t h e  a t t a c k  a t  t h e  u_s;>cr end, und ; - r r ived  on 


