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the same siream. asbout 11 o'clock a. m., / Custer motioncd %o DReno to cowme over

to him, snd “eno cro.scd the creek and Custer told him that the villaze wus only

as rapid & rate as he

two miles ahesd ond was running away. "io move forward a
thought prudent znd to charge afterward, and that the whole outfit would support
him." Ijo further communication was had with Custer, but it is manifest +that his
plan of support was to proceed down the east side of the creek and creale a diversion

by striking the lower end  of the village. Denteen was at this time moving off to
itre left on his scout, and Custer, heving discovered the location of the village,
sent a messenger to him to refurn guickly to join his comwand. After ano's

last consultation with Cﬁster he moved forward rapidly =nd crpssed the creek atout
two miles from thet point, where he halted for abouf ten ninutes to get his forces
in order. It was now nearly 1 o'clock p. m. He was still severzl miles south of the
camp, but % ere was o large party of warriors directly before him. Reno charged,
driving the Indians vwith grezt esse down the valley for about itwo und a half ﬁiles,
when he discovered that he was Leing drawn into a trap. Ille coul& no longer éoe
Custer or any signs of support; the very ezrth seccmed to grow Indians, who instead
of retreating further were running toward him in vzst swarms. Oceing thut he must

defend himself and ;ive up the attack, he dismounted and took a position at the
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point of : pateh of timber which furnished, near its edge, a shelter for the horses,
and fought them on foot. Ile made some progress through the woods, but as he

approached the villagc learned that Le wes fighting agai-st tremendous odds, at

least five to one. The Indians were flanking him and his only hope for escape

from total destruction was in flight. There were only z few Indians on the side

toward the river, «nd remounting his men, he dashed across the creek and gained the
bluffs on the east side. He lost three officers and twenty-nine enlisted men

killed and seven wounded in this attack. This end of the village was in the .
first instance under the direction of Inkpaduta, but seeing ithat the main attack
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was being made in that direction Gall had beer sent from the / Unepapas from the

lower village to assist in repulsing the attack at the upper end, and nrrived on



