
dur ing  t h e  t e n  ye&;-.s fol lowin&, was t h e r e  l e s s  than  1,500 h o s t i l e  war r io r s  i n  t he  

unceded country,  xhich &ur ine  va r ious  3 e r i o d s  was swelled ky from 3,000 t o  5,000 

a d d i t i o n a l  fight in^ men. I n  t he  r e p o r t  o f  C e i ~ e r a l  S tan ley ,  prtviousl:; quoted, 

d e t a i l i n <  %he num>,ers of agcncy end h o b t i l e  Indians  of e a c i  Land, kc  secned t o  have 

a  c l e a r  conprehension of t h -  s i t u a t i o n  :nci showed conclus ive ly  t h o t  about 60 

p e r  cen t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  Tetons were h o s t i l e .  Thst  Cus ter ,  Ter ry ,  Crook and Gibbon , 
who h&d been cons t an t ly  i n  thi, h o s t i l e  refic;ns f o r  from ~ L r c e  t o  s i x  y e a m ,  could 

have zontinued i n  ignorance of' tine h o s t i l e  s t r e n g t h  seexis from t h e  :,resent view 

p o i n ~  t o  have been not  l e s s  than cu lpable  care lessness .  

C u s t e r f s  l ' a ta l  Scout - ::o~res Up tht: :rosebud - =; t r ikes  "ul.:t; E o s t i l e  T r a i l  Pazses  
Over t o  thr. L i t t l s  ;-om - 3 i v i d e s  X i r  l o r c e  i n  '-hree Colunns - l?enots  t,dvance - 
Cl i_a r~ ;~s  t h e  i i l l n e e s  - Ie:eets Overuhelrcin; ;?umLer;l - Co1r;pelled t o  e t r e a t  - 
Guster  i ; t ?n r~es  Lo?/er "d i l lages  - Irides I n t o  an  &bush - ;:is Colunn ,nnihi luted - - ;,en0 intrenck-ed - Lesei~cYi Two gays - ' orT:- L r r i v e s  - i nd i ens  ,: ti:-e - Indian  ~ r m y  
3 i s s o l v e s  - -,gency Indians  Co Lome - R a m a n t  of  F:ostiles Co t o  Zanada. 

Yi th  about 850 men, mounted, and :dith a lsr(;e baggage t r e i n ,  Custer  c o t  at;ay 

Trom t h e  moutii of t h e  Rosebud a t  noon on June 2Zd. In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s o l d i e r s  he 

hud n s t r o n ~  detiichment of Indian  scouts  and juides.  twenty railes up r i v e r  

he s t r u c k  a ke:.vy Indian  t r a i l  and found t h a t  i t  l e d  &cross  t h e  d i v i d e  t o  t h L  L i t t l e  

Horn. Gn the  a f te rnoon o f  t he  22d they  h d proceeded tsdelve rililes f r o n  tLe Yellon- 

s tone ,  on the  23d t h i r t y - t h r e e  m i l e s  and on the  24th  tmenty-eicht x i l e s ,  making 

seventy-three rniles u l ~  th t  l i ~ s e b u d  before  the t r a i l  t u n s 2  cff tomzrd t h e  L i t t l e  

Eorn. Ly t h i s  time t h e  scou t s  repor ted  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a r e  n s s  l oca t ed  on the  L i t t l e  

liorn 2nd Cus ter  decided that i t  nould be i r -possible  t o  ap2 roac l  i t  i n  t he  day time, 

Ee t h e r e f o r e  decized t o  c r o s s  t h e  d i v i d e  durinc t h a t  n i c h t  o f  t L e  24th,  and 

s u r 2 r i s e  ~ n d  a ~ t a c k  the  v i l l t ~ e  <.t day l igh t .  --t il o 'c lock  p. n., t h e r e f o r e ,  

ke rcoved ou t  froril h i s  l c s t  camp on thL, ZoseLa:l, ~ , . o ~ i r , <  i n  I., northl;cstcrl .y d i r e c t i o n  

alon; t he  .;e;l def ined  Lreil mkich the  Indians  bed l e f t .  it 2 o l c lock  i n  t h e  


