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i n  M i n n e ~ o t a , ~  i n  which he says, " Ind ims  consider i t  foolhardiness t o  nake an - 
- - - --". - ,e-- 

a t t a c k  shere  it  
____. _m,-L_CLI.-.- __ --.- 

Bloody b a t t l e s  z r e  d 

seldom fought b:r them exce;?t when the  p a r t y  at tacked r a l l i e d  and made an unexpected 

i-esistance. They occasionzlly performed exp lo i t s  : hick none but  brave men ;iould 

mder take  snd of ten  f o u ~ h t  with desperate valor  . * * * * Indian ?Jars a r e  

~ r o s e c u t e d  with the  utmost caution on both sides.  Yven war p a r t i e s  &re  very ca re fu l  

t o  keep out of dtlnger." With Crook out  of com~_ission i t  nzs alretidy becoming manifest 

that General Lher idmts  s c h a e  f o r  curshing the  savages betiveen the  th ree  columns 

b a s  l i k e l y  t o  miscarry. bn the  17th  of Xh:r General Terry with the  Seventh cavalry, 

under General Custer, containing 600 men and horses, and about 400 in fcn t ry ,  s t a r t e d  

from :Fort ~~brzkam, Lincoln, foliowin& the course 0:' the  Northern P a c i f i c  r a i l road ,  

and reached the  mouth of  the Pomder Giver on the 9 th  of June,wLere h(; net  steamboats 

with supplie,, which had been sent  around by vty of the  r ive r .  One the  2 1 s t  of 

June he had moved u2 t o  the  riiouth of t hc  3osekud, accompanied by the  steamboats. 

A t  t h i s  po in t  he tias n e t  Ly scouts from Giibon -:!l-.,o had come do~tn fl-om 7or t  S i l i s  

m i  t!, h i s  colunr, 0:' 450 r.:en, end gho encamped on the  nor th  s ide  of the  Yel10:l;stone 

opposite the mouth of  the  Lig !Iorn. Terry, therefore ,  iiet<,mined t o  detach Custei. 

a t  t h i s  point  t o  go upon h scout up the  Iiosebud and acroes t o  t h i  L i t t l e  ;lorn snd 

down t h a t  strzarn t o  i t s  confluence ~ i t t  the I,ig Lorn, t ~ h i l e  Terry h insel f  nould 

go on n i t k  the s t e a t o a t s  t o  the  rzouth of t h e  T i ;  horn c.2d f e r r y  Gibbon and h i s  

column hcr05s tke  r i v e r ,  ..hence fLey :,ere t o  me~ck: up tile f;ic Sorn and make junction 

with Custer on the  26th. 

General Sheridan shys, "NOG up to  t h i s  moment ( t h e  21st  of June),  there  was 

nothing o f f i c i a l  o r  p r i v a t e  t o  j u s t i f y  Ln o f f i c e r  t o  eq lec t  t h a t  any detachment 

could encounter more t h r n  590 o r  a t  the nzxiraun 800 L o s t i l e  warriors." 

Iiow the  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  could havg kept themselves so p e r s i s  bent ly  
427 

ignorant of t h i  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the  Indian / country year a f t e r  yezr surpasses 

coraprehension. B;anifestly, a t  no time after..Red cloud took the  mar 2ath  i n  1866, f _  


