
I:ills,  leavilli the  c m p  i o  the  hcnds of the troops,  t;hc proceeded t o  destroy i t  
I 

and i t s  contents Ly f i r e .  The Indians nolested the  troogs during t!-is operat ion 

by f i r i n g  froxi rocks, bushes and g u l l i e s ,  but the villa6:e was u t e r l y  destroyed, 

when iiepoldcj drew o f f  a:;<: proceeded %I rmake junction . i t h  Cook a t  the  p lace  
426 

appointsd, ,:Len ths: ex;~adition zeturned LO Tort r'etrermen, / reaching thht  p lace  

%arch 26th. The weathear mhs extremely cold; E a c h  11th  25 decr,es below zero - 
Farenheit ,  m r c h  12 th  26 below, and on the n ights  ~ ~ r e c e d i c ~  i;nd fol lo~.i ing the e t t a c k  

3------- * 

,on Crazy Horse's v i l l a g e  i t  was so  cold t h a t  the  men .were not allovted i o  s l e ~ p  f o r  
i 

i f e a r  of t h e  consequences. 3uring the ex2edition Colonel iicynolds l o s t  four men 
! 

k i l l e d ,  f i v e  nen and one o f f i c e r  wounded, and does not  r epor t  the number of Indians 

k i l l e d .  In the v i l l a g e  destroyed they found a l a r g e  quant i ty  oT a r t i c l e s  of food 

and c lo thing which came from the  agencies. 

?!ith the  open in^ of spr ing the  Indians proceeded t o  ca r ry  out t h e i r  plan 

t o  make a combined res i s t ance  agdins t  the  oppressions of  the  white men. ' ihe i r  

proposit ion nas t o  assemble a vas t  h lny  of :tarrions back toward the  Eig Born 

Kountains, and :,ken a l l  t h e  condit ions were propi t ious  TO swee2 d o ~ n  upon the  Black 

E i l l s  tiod dxive out  t h e  invader. . S t e a l t h i l y ,  the  f i ~ h t i n g  Iien sl ipped r;\:iagr from 

the a jencies  u n t i l  on:iy a fe\i of tiis Leadnen, old men, a d  iliorilen efid chi ldren 

remained. Spotted i a i l  :ad lied Cloud remained a-i t h e i r  agencies. S t i l l  the 
. , 

g.overnment a u t h o r i t i e s  no rde uate  concegtion of the  exten; of the  movement, 

but contented themselves witk tke  i e l i e f  ;hat they wohld be ca l l ed  u2on t a  contend 

with 500 t o  800 hosz i l e  s a r r i o r s ,  the  l a t i e r  f i cu re  being the  l a r g e s t  suc-cested 

I y  any authori ty.  General Sheridan r e s o l v s d - t o  proceed t c h i n s t  them with &,reat  

chre an3 system. He ordered three  d i s t i n c t  columns t o  be prepared to  moveto a 

common center.  One from Fort  F e t t e m n ,  under General CTook, t o  pass up from the  

south; one under General Gibbons t o  come down from l 'ort  Xl i s  i n  Yontana from the 
I 

no~thmes t ,  arrd one under Terry t o  come from For t  AbraLam Lincoln from the  northeast .  

Crook s t a r t e d  from For t  Fettermcn on the  29th o f  gay . ; i th  forty-seven o f f i c e r s  

and 1,0002 men present  f o r  Suty. The expedit ion marched by the  ILontana rocid t o  


