
Fins l ly ,  on the 28th, S p o t t ~ d  T a i l ,  ::ho t h r o u ~ h o u t  the  negot ia t ions  exercised 

~ r e b t e ~  business sense than any of thi- o the r s ,  asked t t ~  cornmissione s t o  s t a t e  

i n  wri t ing  exact ly  ii-hat they Irere tiil l ink t o  2ay f o r  the  E i l l s  and tLe aanner i n  

which they 2roposed t o  pay. Consequently t h e  comiss ioners  on the  29th submitted 

a i r r i t t en  d j r ~ p o s i t i ~ n :  F i r s t ,  tiiay :!ere t o  purc%;se tk,e l i c e n s e  t o  nine and, a l so ,  

ss i n c i i i e n t ~ l  the re to ,  the  ri@t TO FroE stock end c u l t i v a t e  the  s o i l  i n  the i l a c k  

!!ills ly ing between the  n o ~ t i ?  '-nd soutk foorks of the Cheyenne, as f t r  tiest a s  the  

104th meridian, a t  an r e n t ~ l  of $400,300, th.j United Lta tes  t ~ v i n ~  the  r i g h t  

t o  t e rmina te  the l ease  a t  any t i n e  t y  giving two years r  no t i ce ,  the  land then t o  

reverS t o  the  Indians. That f o r  the ~FU~olu te  r + l i n q u i s h e n t  o l  the  ::ills, 2.s a 

second proposit ion,  they proposed t o  pay -~6,000,000. They very t o  have the r i g h t  

t o  bui ld  tlirec roads i n t o  tke  ;-:ills, two frorri tke  1,:issouri River and one from the  

Union P a c i f i c  r a i l road .  The7 a l s o  proposed to  buy f r ~ m  tl-e Ins ians  vlrcit i s  known 

a s  the "Big Eorn country,lr being r e e l l y  t h e  r igl i t  of Yjay f o r  the  Kontana road, 

a t  $50,000 p e r  gear ,  payable i n  corns . nd farming inq)lemcnts. Tha Indians atsolu'zely 

refused t o  consider the  cession of the Eig  Iiorn country, and the com~:issioners did 
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not p ress  t h i s  branch of / the  subject  upon them. 'he ccnference cnded on t --iie- 
29th without any r e s u l t  being reached, mi? the comr~issioners regorted; l lF i rs t ,  - 
t h a t  no a g r e e ~ e n t  can be concluded i n  the I n d i ~ n  country by neans of a grand 

council  of ch ie f s  i n  the  presence of the g r e e t  body o f  the  Indians. 

w80 agreement car, be made unless accompanied mith p rescc t s ,  &s ?resents  

have invar iably  been d i s t r i b u t e d  here tofore  a t  the  signing of t r e a t i e s  o r  agreements. 

*The Indians p lace  upon the F i l l s  a value f a r  beyond any sum t h a t  could 

poss ib ly  be considered by the  rovernment.* 

The f s i l u r e  of the  com~iss ion  t o  t r e a t  e i t h e r  f o r  the  l i c e n s e  t o  mine i n  

the  Y i l l s  6 r  f o r  a relinquishment of the  Indian t i t l e  l e f t  Loth p r t i e s  i n  a 

desperate s i tua t ion .  The Indians believed t h a t  the  Eiills kTe;-e t o  i e  taken from 

them by force ,  regardless  of t ~ e i r  na tu rz l  o r  t r e e t y  r i g h t s ,  arid i n  sup-~or t  of 

t h e i r  vien they noticed t h a t  immediately a l l  m i l i t a r y  opposit ion t o  the  occupancy 


