
the  Y la t t e  u?on the  qui vive t o  s e i ze  and destroy the wagons and o u t f i t s  of a l l  

persons a t t em2 t iw  t o  en te r  the Indian country, and t o  send the srgonauts themselves 

under a r r e s t  t o  the neares t  n i l i t a r y  post. Xaturai ly,  t h i s  had a c?epressin& 

e f f e c t  upon the gold hunters. He es2ecia l ly  ca l l ed  the e t t en t i on  of General Terry 

t o  ? a ~ t i e s  sa id  t o  bo outf i t t ing:  a t  Yankton. It must be said t h a t  i n  good f a i t h  

t h i s  order of General Sheridanfh was ca r r i ed  out  i n  the fail of 1874 and the 

spr ing of 1875. d few pe-sons, it is  t rue ,  did succeed i n  reachill& the  d i ~ g i n & s  
1 
and co t  out  a&ain ;;ith exa~gc ra t ed  s t o r i e s  of the r ichness of tke  ?lace?s. But 

those who remained the re  rJere pompt ly  rernoved by the so ld i e r s  and every avenue 

leading t o  the E i l l s  T I ~ S  s t rongly  guarded. Pnder a l l  of the  z i r c u s t h n c e s  the  Indians 

behsved very lye11 indeed. They were ennoyed, a s  they had a r i ~ h t  t o  be, over 
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the z i i l i t a ry  invasicn of the black E i l l s  i n  1874, but  the / coverrment ghve then? 

the assurance t ha t  the public should b e  kept awaj u n t i l  a s a t i s f a c t o ? ~  t r e a t y  could 

be n e ~ o t i a t e d  t:!itl; the Indirns  f o r  the purchase of tke  Z i l l s ,  a;;d tLey vai ted  

pa t i en t l y  the  course of events, re ly ing u2on the  t -ovement  t o  30 the= just ice.  

On Idarch 27, 1875, the commissioner of Indian a f f a i r s  ins t ruc ted  l ro febsor  :;'alter 

P. Jenney, a geologist  of  note, t o  v i s i t  the b lack E i l l s ,  make 8 thorough 

examination of the  same, and to re2ort  on the minerel wealth, climate and r a i n f a l l  

and na tu ra l  resources of the r e ~ i c n .  This Professor Jenney did,  under a n i l i t a r y  

escor t ,  which l e f t  Fort  Laramie on the 24th of Xay. Lieutenant Eichard I. Dod6:e 

was i n  command, h v i ~  something nore than 400 men m d  seventy-five wagons with him, 

and they were absent four  rrlon~hs and twenty days upon the ex2edition, returnin& on 

the  24th of October. 'Ylhile the repor t  of I r o f e s so r  Jenney was not so l u r i d  a s  t h a t  

of General Cus'ter, i t  s t i l l  added s o ~ e t h i n g  t o  ths  force of -:;hat had previously 

been done i n  es tabl ishing the f ac t  t h a t  cold existed i n  the  X i l l s  over a .::ide 

area. 

On the  18th  of June the secre tcry  of the  i n t e r i o r  appointed a comrAssion 

c a s i s t i n g  of 3 i l l i a n  B. Allison,  Alfred 15,. ' l e r q ,  A. Coningo, Samuel D. Kinman, 


