
of despair.  E'or a yekr they had not  even dared t o  hope, but i n  a moment a new - 
prospect Lad been opened t o  them. ni'lh,e rzagic of gold i n  a l o c a l i t y  not d i f f i c u l t  of 

access,  i n  a sect ion ~ o s s e s s i n g  every elenent  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  the emigrant, aas  heralded 

througkout the Zespairing hornes of the ea s t  s a d  evcryslierc ac t ive  p r e p a r ~ t i o n s  

were zade to  ~t once, by hook OF crook, reach t:;e Lidorodo. 2i:o l i n e s  of access were 

a t  once 2rt;sented, one by iiay of the U n i ~ n  Paciric rt;ilr:od ;o Sidney, :.:ebrusE:a, 

thence overland t o  the  1311s; the other  by the l.;issouri Iiiver t o  Por t  I.ie-.re and thence 

overland. The news of the  cold discovery ched Yankton or, che evening of the l s t h ,  

and thc  en te rpr i s inc  c i t i z ens  of t h a t  place,  recognizing the  grekt zdv~n tzgc  of 

t ha t  c i t y  as an o u t f i t t i n g  de2ot and entrepor t  t o  the i l a c k  Z i l l s ,  assembled a g rea t  

mass meeting on t ha t  very evening and began an elaborate propafcnda -to ridvertise the 
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9akota gold f i e l d s ,  ~ n d  Yankton a s  the  gste~ray,  to  the ~ lo r ld .  / Flaming posters  

mere pr in ted,  set tin^ fo r t h  the advantages of the route  by vhich nY&n%ton could 

be reached i n  pa r lo r  ca r s ,  thence on p a l a t i a l  stearners over the 1::issouri Iiiver t o  

Fort  P ie r re ,  2nd thence a tkree  dayst d r ive  i z  s q t u o u s  s tage  coaches over n beauti- 

f u l  p r a i r i e  d i r e c t l y  i n to  the  hear t  of the  d i~g ings . "  This Yankton move~ent rvas far 

i n  advence of any o ther  2nd tttr: .cted the  ~ t t e n t i o n  of a l l  the ;:old-fevered - ~ o r l d .  

pa r ty  was irmedia-bely assembled a t  Y..nlcton and o u t f i t t e d  TO l i t i~ ten  ovey the route  

t o  the !+ills t o  thoroughly spy out tLe land, e s t ab l i sh  stage s t a t i ons ,  ~ n d  secure 

the  choicest  locations.  3c i t emen t  ev,rywhere was intense,  and l i t t l e  l e s s  i n  the  

c i t i e s  of the eas t  than upon the  f r o n t i e r s  of 4aLota. Zut, i f  the hopes of tLe 

despondent people had Leen suddenl;y aroused, so were they t;o be a s  promptly dashed t o  

the  ground aghin. Not more than four  2ays h ~ d  elapsed a f t e r  the  f i r s t  annomce~en t  

of the gold f ind  had reached the  people and the  s to ry  of  the  a c t i v i t y  of the Yank- 

tonians hrd been telegraphed ou-c t o  tlie ; ; a i t i n ~  norld,  than General Sheridan fron! 

h i s  hendquarters i n  Chicago, wired t o  Generrl Terry, i n  cornand of the  departciznt of 

Dakota, absolutely prohibi t ing a l l  white persons from a t t e zq t i ng  t o  en te r  the Slack 

H i l l s ,  and ins t ruct ing General Terry t o  s e t  h i s  forces ~ l o n c  the  I l i s ~ o u r i  r i v e r  and 


