
one of the two Indians seized the musket of one of the scouts and ei~deavored t o  

x r e s t  i t  from him. Fai l ing i n  tL i s ,  he released h i s  hold a f t e r  the scout became 

disnounted i n  the s t r u s , l e  a d  s e t  o f f  a s  f a s t  as h is  pony could carry  h i m ,  but 
i 

not before the  nusket of the scout ;!as discharged. Zrom ~ l o o d  discovered arterward 
! 
i 
j i t  nas very evident t h a t  e i t he r  the  Indian o-. h i s  pony "as ~ounded,  I hope t ha t  
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nie ther  mas seTiously hur t ,  a l t h o u ~ h  the Indians have t h e i r  ovan bad f 'ai th as  t he  so l e  ', 

i ground f o r  the  col l i ss ion."  

General Custer qu i te  overlooks the  f ac t  t ha t  he w.~s himself a  t respasser  

upon the lndi  

discovering an a 
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i ts  f a i t h  t o  hold inviola te .  
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none Stab, the  chief ,  was brought back t o  camp. Yhe scouts galloped down 

the val ley  t o  the s i t e  of the v i l l age ,  ?;hen i t  :'as discovered t ha t  the  e n t i r e  p r t y  

had packed up t h e i r  lodges and f l ed ,  and the v i s i t  of the  four  Indians t o  our camp 

was not only t o  obta in  t h e i r  r a t ions  2romised them In  re turn  f o r  fu tu re  services ,  but 

t o  covm the f l i g h t  of the lodges. One Stab ciaims t o  belonc; t o  both 2ed Cloud*s 

and Spotted ?a i l ' s  agency, but has teen t o  ne i t hGr  f o r  e lone t i neem I 
Proceeding i n  a southeas ter ly  d i rec t ion ,  on the hOth Custer reached and ascended 

Barney's Peak, ant? a t  the top drank the her l t f :  of the  veteran f o r  :?horn i t  wasfiamed, 
41% 

and f o r  the next two or  three  days divided up i n to  small p a r t i e s  f o r  tlie explora-/ 

a t ion  of  the country i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Earney's Peak and Custerss  Park. In 

describing it Ceneral Custer again breaks ir,to a rhapsody: "The corintry which we have 

passed since l e a v i n ~  the Ee l l e  Fourche River has  been generally open and extremely 

f e r t i l e .  The main port ion of t h a t  i~assed  over s ince  e c t e r i n ~  the unexplored port ions 

of  the  Black E i l l s  cons i s t s  of beau t i fu l  parks and val leys ,  through xhich flow 
, 

stret;r;.,s of c lea r ,  cold mnter, pe r fec t ly  f r e e  from a l k a l i ,  a k i l e  bounding these parks, 

o r  val leys ,  i s  invar iably  found u a l i ~ i t e d  supplies of timber, much of i t  being 

capable of being made i n to  good 1un.er .  I n  no por t i sn  of the United S ta tes ,  not 

excepting the  famous blue grass  region of Dentucky, have I ever seen 2ra;ing superior 


