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i<otwitkis tandin~ t h e  t roub le s  i n c i d e n t  t o  thc: survey and cons t r i ic t ion  

o f  t h e  :iorti;ern P a c i f i c  r a i l r a o d  , n 

country. C h r i s t i a n  C. Cox, a s p e c i a l  corn~liesioner s e n t  ou t  hp t h e  lnd iun  aepar txent  

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  condi t ions  m o n t  t h e  3akotc Indians ,  v i s i t e d  a l l  o f  t h e  acenc ies  and 

I r epo r t s :  "I was r e c e i - ~ e d  wi th  marlrtd c o r d i a l i t y  and n h i l e  smoking. x i t h  t h e  c h i e f s  

I t h e  p ipe  of peoce, conversed f r e e l y  u!i t i  them on s u b j e c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t l~emselves 

and of tkei:, r e l z t i o n s  t o  t h e  gene ra l  g o ~ e ~ r u n c n t .  There a v ~ s  no r e se rve  and nuch 
/ 

t i a t  tiley s a i d  added t o  t h e  f t v o r a b l e  i np res s ions  I tt:d fomed.  :bile v i s i t i n g  

t h e  cncaxpments I could Le b u t  s t r o n g l y  im2ressed with t h e  indo len t ,  luxur ious  

Zvery t i p i  hhd i ts  c u r t a i n s  o f  jerked 
-* 

ended n e ~ r  it. The ponies  &,razed on t h e  r i c h  p r a i r i e  r a s s  on t h e  verge .- youn, tucks  mere bask in^ i n  t hc  sun a t  t h e  doors o f  t h e i r  
of t h e  camp, while the/ lodpes,  da l ly ink  wi th  t h e i r  papooses. I n  f a c t ,  a  more p e r f e c t  

r ep re sen tu t ion  of * * . a  could k~rd13-  be conceived." It was t he  c a b  bcfore  t h e  

The r a i d s  a l o n ~  the  l ior thern r , a c i f i c  survey dur inc  t h e  s r ev ious  t i ~ o  o r  

t h r e e  yea r s  i-ed l e d  Lieutenant  General _____ I h i l i p  ------ H. Sheridax+-in - - --- cornand of tLe 

department of  t h e  t< issour i ,  t o  be l i eve  t h a t  iie could exe rc i se  b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  over  
408 

 he Dakotas by e ~ t a b l i s h i n e  a  rnili i tary p o s t  i n  tl- . h i s  first / 
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thought was Bhat wi th  F o r t  Laramie a s  a  base he would s t a r t  t i  reconnoisance o f  

tLe  H i l l s ,  which were not  more than  a  hundrzd mi l e s  d i s t a n t ,  t u t  v i s i t i n g  t h a t  pos t  r 
i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1873, found t h e  Indians  i n  no tem2er t o  permit  such an e n t e q r i s e .  
\ w ---- ___ ------__ ---.---1-- 
Ee t h e r e f o r e  turned  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  Po r t  hbraharn Lincoln t s  the  base of opera t ion ,  

and v i s i t i n g  t h a t  g o s t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1874, d i r e c t e d  Cecera l  'i 'erry t o  orcanize  

t h e  c;xpedition, t o  mr;ke a reconnoisance i n  t h e  Zlack X i l l s  couEtry, an& t o  pu t  


