
t h e i r  r i g h t  of conquest, havirg i n  1822 wrested the land froin the Crocs ~ n d  from 
i 

t h s t  ti;-,e r e ~ h r d e d  it a:: t h e i r  t e r r i t o ry .  The Dakotas considered the Eeart  Iiiver 
! 
j a s  the northern liclit 05 t h e i r  domain on the FLissouri ar;d t h i s  l i n e  projected 
i 
i west t o  the Peiloastone, thence up the Yelloristone t o  tile 5 i g  Horn and down 
I 

' the 2 ig  Horn ranLe t o  the 2lr=t%e a s  thc i?  western l i m i t s ,  "his claim, not coming 
t 

401 
j i n  / con f l i c t  with any white i n t e r e s t ,  Gas not 3isputed mtii 1871, when the 

surveyors f o r  the  IJorthero Pac i f i c  ra i l road ,  afte-i. severa l  reconnoisances of t h i s  

region, determined t h a t  the pract icable  route f o r  t h e i r  road l a y  ug the  south 

bank of the  Yellowstone, througk the  country claimed by the  s i l d  Yetons. 

Irjraediately the Uncpapas msde a vigorous p ro t e s t  and ac t i ve  h o s t i l i t i e s  were 

resumed, In  t h i s  contention the ~ i l d  Indians had the  ac t i ve  sympatky of' i!ed Cloud 

and a l l  the  Tetons who had joioed i n  the  t r e u t y  of Lorarnie, which claimed t h a t  the  

building o f  thc ra i l road  south of the Peilowstone w ~ s  i n  d i r e c t  v io la t ion  of the 

t r e r  t y  :~hich s t i pu l a t e s ,  t h a t  the country "north of the  ltortk P l a t t e  2 iver  and 

ea s t  of the  s m a i t e  of the Eig Iiorn E;ountsins s h a l l  be he16 =id considered t o  be 

unceded Indian t e r r i t o r y ,  and a l s o  s t i pu l a t e s  and agrees thht  EO -;?hitc person o r  

pei-sons skiall be permitted to  s e t t l e  upon o r  occupy any por t ion of tho sane, o r ,  

without the  consent of the Indians f i r s t  htving been obtained, t o  pass through t he  

sme." It ai l1 be observed t ha t  the  pr6visiona of the  t r e a ty  does no t  define 

, t h e  northern l i m i t  of the country so reserved, wliict: the  Indians earnes t ly  

I r,,aintained extended t o  the pel lo:.^ tone S.iver, end which contention on t h e i r  p a r t  

could not be successfully refuted. l~ever the less ,  ~ ~ i t ~ o u t  abta ining the  consent 

of the Indians o r  i n  any manner t r e a t i ng  f o r  i t ,  the  ,overnment permitted the 

$ railway t o  be  perfected south of the Yelloxstone and provided s t r o x  m i l i t a r y  

escor t s  t o  p ro tec t  the  surveyors, and f o r t $  mere established;  a t  the  civossing of , 

the Missouri, afterwards Fort  Akrahmm Lincoln, Fort Keogh on the 

Yellowstone, and Fort  Ellis near Eozeman, t o  p ro tec t  the l ine .  Zichteen hundred I 
8" and s~venty-one,  however, passed z i thou t  an open r ~ p t u r e .  Ly the middle of the  


