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Sequeya. Inventor  o ~ t f ~ i 2 r o l r e e  al21%.bs-t, Lor;; L-I ';he Cherokee town of T 
Taskigi, Tgnn,, about 1760; died near Saa Fernando, Tamtulipas, &xico, i n  h g ,  1843 
He was the son of a white aan and a Cherokee wonarm of mixed blood, daughter of a chief 
i n  Echota. Besides his native nams of Sikwayi, or Sequoya, he wcts known as Georgge 
G i s t ,  otherwise spelled Gslest or  Guess, the patronymio of his father, generally 
be l i eved to  have been a German trader. He has a l s o  been c l a imd  a s  efie son of' 
& W e 1  G i s t  of Eevolutionary note. Sgquoya grew up 5Dn the tribe, q u i h  unasquiant- 
sd w i t h  English or e iv i l i r ed  arts, becoming a hunter and trader  i n  furs. He was 
a l so  a craft- i n  s i lve r  work, aqd ingenious natural ~lschanic, and his inventive 
powers had scope f o r  d e v e l ~ p m n t  i n  consequence of an accident t h a t  befe l l  him in 
hunting and rendered him a cripple f o r  l i f e .  The importance of %he a r t s  of writing 
and printing as i n s t m m n t s  and mapons of c iv i l iza t ion  began t o  impress h i m  i n  1890, 
and he studied, undi83~~yed by the d i s e o q e m e n t  md r idieule  of his fellowe, t o  
elaborate a s y s t e m  oQ w r f t f n g  8uft&bIe t o  the Cf,erobe l&&ipt%gee In 1821 he submit- 
t ed  h i s  sylabary t o  the chief men of the  nation, an2  on t h e i r  approml -bhe -- 
Fnor~kee 32 all a&@s so:; 7?.2~3% h @/ le-n i t  z i t i?  such z e a l  t h a t  a f t e r  a g e ; ~  months 
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thousands were a b l e  t o  r e a d  a2d w r i t e  t i i z i r  language. 3ec_noya, i:; 1832, v i s i t e d  
~ r h n s a s  t o  i n t ~ i u d ~ i c e  w-ting ir? .  t h e  , i es te rn  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Cherokee, among vhom 
he t o - k  u? ::is g e r m n e n t  abode i n  1823, ? a r t s  of t he  S i b l :  were p r i n t e d  i- Zherokee 
i n  1824, and i n  1528 - The Cheroke? Thoer-ix, a w e k l y  newspaper i n  Cherokez and 2ng l i sh  
( s z e  P e r i s B i c a l s )  , beaan t o  appear.  3equoya w a s  s e n t  t o  , iashi@ton in 1822 a8 a n  
:11vo:~ of the . r k a n s ~ s  band, i n  w+.csd a f f a i r s  he bore consrticious p a r t ,  and ;;hen the 
?as t e rn  3h:rokee joined the o ld  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h s  . i .  Lis  i x f luencs  and counsel  s z z e  
poten t  i ; ~  the  o r g i n a z i t i o n  of  t i?$ ret:nited nar,icn i n  I a d i a n  Ter,  ::?len, i n  :is de- 
c l i n i n g  g a r s ,  h . i thdrew from a c t i v e  pe l  i t i c a l  l i f e ,  speci.:l.-~ive i d z z l s  occe aga in  

& 

p o s s ~ s s e d  h i s  mind. e v i s i t e d  r i v e s  of :-arious s tocks  i n  a f r h t i l e s s  s - a rch  # o r  
thL? elements of 3 cormon speech and qrnmmar. scug:ht z l s o  t o  t r a c  a l c s t  b a d  of 
t h e  Ckerokec t h a t ,  accordin5 t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  had c r o s s ~ d  the  ~ ~ ~ i s s i s s i p ~ i  before the  
,;levolr:ticn :-nd wanct~red Lo some mountains i r ,  t h e  ++., znd whi le  pursuingg t h i s  cluest 
$fit/$$ i n  t he  kexican  s i e r m s  he m:t h i s  dea th ,  See ~ ~ ~ o o n e y ,  .yths of the Gilerokae, 
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l s t h  dep., 5, =. 5., 102 e t  s rgu . ,  147, '48, 1900, ard t h e  a u t k o r i t i e s  t h e r e i n  c i t e d ,  


