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SEQUOYAw=wAm Bureau of Ethnologzy 511
Sequbya. Inventor of the Cherokee alphabet, Gorn i the Cherokee town of T

Taskigi, Tenn., sbout 1760; died near San Fernando, Tameulipas, lexico, in Aug. 1843
He was the son of a white man and a Cherokee woman of mixed blood, daughter of a chief
in Echota, Besides his native name of Sikwayi, or Sequoya, he was known as Georgge
Gist, otherwise spelled Guest or Guess, the patronymic of his father, generally
believed t o have been a German tradere. He has also been claimed as the son of
Nathaniel Gist of Revolutionary note. Sequoya grew up im the tribe, quite unaequiante
ed with English or civilized arts, becoming a hunter end trader in furs. He was

also a craftsman in silver work, anﬂ ingenious natural mechanic, and his inventive
powers had scope for development in consequence of an accident that befell him in
hunting and rendered him a cripple for life. The importance of the arts of writing
and printing as instruments and weapons of civilization began to impress kim in 1890,
and he studied, undismayed by the discourggement and ridficule of his fellows, to
elaborate a system of writing suitable to the Cherokee luu.uege, In 1821 he submit-
ted his sylabary to the chief men of the nation, and on thelir approval the

Cherokes of all ages set eboub 4o B/ learn it with such zeal that after a Bew months
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thousands were able to read and write their language. Sequoya, in 1822, visited
Arkansas to intppduce wrkiing in the Western division of the Cherokee, among whom

he tock up his permanent abode in 1823, Paris of the Bibl:s were printed in Cherokee
in 1824, and in 1828 The Cherckee Phoenix, a wuekly newspaper in Cherokes and Znglish
(see Pericdicals), began to appear. Sequoya was sent to Washington in 1828 am an
envoy of the x=rkansas band, in whosc affairs he bore - conspicious part, and when the
Fastern Chorokee joined the old settlers in the #. his influence and counsel waerpe
potent in the orginazition of th: reunited nation in Indian Ter, When, in zis de-
clining yoars, hs withdrew from active politiecal life, speculative ideals once again
possessed his mind. e visited ‘rives of various stocks in a fritiless swarch for
the elements of a common .speech and grammar. e scught zlso to trac: a lost band of
the Cherokes that, according to tradition, had crosszd the kississippi before the
Revolution and wandered ¢o some mountains in the 7., and while pursuing this quest
{¢£/#¥ in the Mexican sierras he met his death. See siooney, i.yths of the Cherokee,
1¢th Rep., 2. 1. Z., 103 et segu., 147, 148, 1900, arnd the authorities therein cited.




