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April 18, 1941

Captain fertrvs Kermerer
Mvision Ordnance Office
Ce p Rarkeley, Texas

Decr Captoin lom erers

I have your letter of sApril 15, and e very gled to come
ply with your request for information reg: rding the Indisn ideas of
the Thunderbird.

Different Indirn triics hod cliphtly different notions cone
cerning this nvthical erecturs «nd, of,ccurse, crch langusge had
a éifferent nome. Hovever, most of them zgree in saying that the
Thunderbiré was like #n o cle or a bird of prey of enormous 4ze,
which caused the lightening bty ovening snd elosing 13 eyos. the
thunder =wns cuased by flappins 1%s wings, =nd smpping its tesk. '“he
great downpour of roiln, which generclly 'c omps ines thunder on the
plains, wss believed to ‘e produced LY the bird s il?ing purt of
the lske of fresh —mter c¢-:ried on ths, bird's baek, %he thunder
storn was believed to tc caused by - ”ﬁght tetsenn *he Thunderbird
#nd a huge rattlesnoke or watererons stery which the 3ious ealled
!mhi » E3

Sometires the Thunderbird is shown with mrrows in his'
claws like the imericsn marld, The gdndians sty thet the Thunder-
bird's stone arrowheads are the laref black stoncs found here
and there on the plains, probebly meterites., In the Dekotes,
the large round kcuiﬁere are *6116?9@ tc e egreg of the Thunders
rird, . t ‘ )

*hen & sn is struek by lightening, 2diqns think he was
shot by one of ths Thundervird's srrowe. T ,
believei that the esrle on Unites “tete's coins represents
the Thunﬁer*ird,mkmhe Rapihoe's word for the Thunderbird 18

bah-ah), imitation of the sound of thunderi

Gld Indians, who soy they f 3 nerchod
on hill tops or in the clouds, ha S “me as being
of n dark blue color, marked with zlg-zag lines like lightening,
running from the bremst or heart down the tail and zlong the
wings to the wing tips. 1 have heart the thunder was called
Yany Irums. . ’ ' ~




