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CANOES 

For water transportation, canoes a r e  used. These are  of two types, tb 

log canoe, or  d f t i g o s ,  which is s t i l l  used, and th now obsolete birch-bark 

canoe, which i s  termed wikithos. The l a s t  birch-bark canoe t o  be found i n  the 

t r i b e  was collected by the m i t e r  i n  1910 f o r  the Amrican Museum of Natural 

History, *ere it is now preserved (pl.  XLVI).  It was  carr ied by its owner 

fmm h i s  horn to  Keshena, a distance of several miles, and on account of its 

lightness,  necessitated no stops f a r  r e s t  (pl. XLV). It is related by the elders  

that elat-bark canoes (ane'pos ) were once used. 

Birch -Bark Canoes 

The making of a birch-bark canoe was a laborious process, usually accom- 

plished by a group of several families , viho held a boat-building "bee, " l a t e  

spring being the season usually chosen. After meeting and W i n g  ths camp, the 

Ioen of the p r t y  s e t  out i n  the ea r ly  morning t o  se lec t  suitable birch t rees  
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and gather the bark, which was removed i n  sections four f ee t  long by three/to 

four f e e t  broad, cut  as nearly square a s  possible. This task somtimes re- 

quired as  much a s  two days, f o r  several t rees  of the proper s ize  had t o  be 

found, and these Here not common. The bark also had t o  be t h i  ck, and the 

t rees  s t r a igh t  w i t h  few limbs. When a birch that had a l l  these qualificationst 

was located, the direction i n  which it was desirable to f e l l  it was decided 

on. O t h e r  t rees  were then cu t  t o  f a l l  a t  r i g h t  angles across the fi d d  where 

it was t o  l ie .  The birch was fe l l ed  across anl on them, that  it m i g h t  be 

elevated from the ground and the bark thus mare easi ly  stripped from it. 

Bark suf f ic ien t  t o  cover a canoe of average s i ze ,  tha t  is, a t  leas t  four warm- 

spreadsw long, was required.. This u n i t  of ~ a s u r e m e n t ,  called nikut t ina i n  

the vernacular, i s  the distance between the outstretched f ingert ips  of the r igh t  

and the l e f t  hands, when the arms a r e  bsld out horizontally. When the bark 


