
The c h i e f s  saw i n  t h e  agents  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  enemies and t h e  end 

of  t h e i r  doriinbtion and on most r e s e r v a t i o n s  t h e r e  was  a  prolonged 

s t r u g g l e  f o r  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Indian  between t h e s e  r i v a l s ,  sarietimes 

a  s t r u g g l e  t o  t h e  death. The c h i e f s  h e l d  t h a t  t h e i r  t enu re  of o f f i c e  

was li% long a s  he re to fo re  and goveraxient o f f i c i a l s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  

r e s e r v a t i o n  seemed t o  support  t h i s  view by c o n s t a n t l y  address ing  t h e s e  

rnen a s  ch i e f s .  The same t h i n g  was t r u e  i n  i'r'ashicgton. The c o n t r o l  of 

t h e  chief's WES ves t ed  i n  t r i b a l  o rzan iza t ion  i n  t h e i r  numerous r e l a t i v e s  

and i n  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  of t h e  food supply  of t h e i r  people. The ~ o v e r n % e n t  

by i t s  cus ton  of dea l ing  wi th  Indians  through c h i e f s  hbd s r e a t l y  s teng-  

thened t h e  hold of c h i e f s  upon t h e i r  p e o ~ l e  and increased  t h e i r  power. 

The a r e n t  and h i s  p o l i c e  t h e r e f o r e  had t o  buck n o t  on ly  Indian  custom, 

t r i b a l  organiza t ion ,  jea lous  c h i e f s ,  b u t  t h e  whole a,o--ernrnent machinery. 

The c h i e f  maintained h i s  power by  ou t f ac ing  t h e  a -en t ,  by keepins  h i s  

camp a u n i t ,  and by d i s t r i b u t i n g  the  a n n u i t i e s  and r a t i o n s  t o  h i s  people 

h i ~ s e l f .  In  ordcr  t o  break t h e  inf luence  of t h e  c h i e f s  and z a i n  c o n t r o l  

of  h i s  Indians ,  t h e  a ~ e n t  had t o  b u i l d  up a p o l i c e  f o r c e  a s  s t r o n g  as 

t h e  wtzrrior s o c i e t i e s  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  c h i e f s .  He had t o  break up t h e  

b i g  camp and scaCter  t h e  Indians  i n  smal le r  bands o r  i nd iv idua l  f a m i l i e s  

and he had t o  assume con t ro l '  of t h e  i s s u e  of supp l i e s  t o  t h e  Indians ,  

and prevent  t h e  ch i e f  from having any hold on it. This brought about  a 

prolonged d ip lomat ic  and even n t i l i t a r y  s t rugg le .  

I n  bu i ld ing  up a  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  t h e  agent  t r i e d  t o  a t t r a c t  ambit ious 

young men, un re l a t ed  t o  t h e  ch i e f .  Those who had personal  g r u d ~ e s  were 

a p t  t o  volunteer .  On r e s e r v a t i o n s  where s e v e r a l  bands o r  t r i b e s  were 

gathered,  it was sometimes , o s s i b l e  t o  p l a y  o f f  one band o r  t r i b e  a g a i n s t  


