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the i r  decrees, t ha t  he had slipped off and k i l l ed  meat without permission, 

t he i r  punishment took the  form of cut t ing the t a i l  off h i s  horse a s  a nark 

of humiliation, slashing h i s  ten t  t o  pieces, shooting his horses, breaking 

his weapons , and f l o g i n g  hinl with the i r  quirts.  This w a s  known as  a soldier  

whipping o r  soldier  k i l l i ng ,  and it was no l ight  penalty. To r e s i s t  the 

soldiers was l ike ly  t o  prove a f a t a l  e r ror  resul t ing i n  the death of the 

offender, Tho points should be emphasized here: f i r s t ,  t ha t  the penalty 

was severe h s t  because of the beating or the destruction of property, but 

because of the disgrace these entailed; secondly, tha t  the of fenees were 

offenees against the t r ibe ,  not offences against another individual. Thus, 

the soldiers  would not narmally punish a man f o r  murder or  the f t  ar s tea l ing  

another man's wife, s i m e  these were private matters t o  be s e t t l e d  by pay- 

ment or punishment among the par t ies  concerned. Only &en such qmrre ls  

threatened t o  involve the whole community would the soldiers  take action. 

There were a l so  two re s t r a in t s  upon the  actions of the  soldiers  wM ch tended 

t o  keep them f l m m  abuse of the i r  authority. I n  the f i r s t  place, their authar i t y  

was temparary and a e  man beaten today might be a p o l k  eman himself 

when the turn of h i s  society c a m  t o  control the camp, I n  the  second place, 
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it was not f e l t  t o  be proper tha t  a warrior should be punished by a man l e s s  

distinguished than himself. A s  millionaires among ourselves a re  l ike ly  to  

resent pressure from a penniless pol i t ic ian,  so famous warriors resented 

punishment a t  the hands of men l e s s  renowned than they. A l l  these f ac t s  must 

be kept i n  mind i n  order to  appreciate w b t  f o l lmed  &en the Indian came under 

control of white man and s e t t l e d  on the reservatiors. This happened about 
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18T0. Long before tha t  however, General 4 and others had perceived 

tha t  the t rue  control of the Plains Indians lay i n  the hands of the soldiers  

and not i n  the hands of the chiefs ,  and the General had recommended t h a t  th 

Government arm and equip organizations of these soldiers  t o  patm 1 the Plains 

and keep the peace m n g  the warring tribes.  Had t h i s  been done, Wch of t he  


