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names from the animal who s e r  patron saint.  Thus, i n  most tri bes 

there was a Fox P o c l ~ t y , ~ a  Buf 1 Society, a society of Dog Soldiers, 

o r  it might be Strong H e a r t s .  Each society had a lodge or t en t  pitched near 

the center of the t r i b a l  camp c i r c l e  a t  the annual reunions, which served a s  

headquarters, a kind of primitive mili tary club, police headquarters, and s o c i a l d  

center f o r  tbe warriors of the society. gomen and dogs were not admitted t o  

these ten ts ,  and m n  not members were not welcome without invitation. Young 

warriors often s l e p t  i n  these lodges, and indeed'a young man was  not very 

welcome i n  the home of h i s  pirents ,  since it was f e l t  tha t  he should be too act ive 

t o  be hanging amund h i s  mother's tent.  i e t y  met they had chiefs 

t o  preside, a c r i e r  t o  announce t h e i r  p l  med with whips t o  d i rec t  

t h e i r  dances, members who acted i n  ro ta t ion  as  servants a t  tbe f eas t ,  and 

usually four virgins  who sang and appeared with them at t h e i r  dances; Such 

soc ie t ies  are  apparently of ancient t i m e  as Indian l i f e  goes, and w i l l  be 

found described i n  the t ravels  of Peter Radisson, who v is i ted  the Sioux as 

ear ly  as 1660. I wish t o  pause here t o  s t r e s s  the f a c t  tha t  the warrior 

societ ies  were well established on the Plains. 
\ 

The warrior society m m O  not be confused with the 

soc ia l  organization, a group of r e l a t ives ,  men,women, 

and l ived more or l e s s  together and formed a uni t  i n  9 4  t r i b a l  camp c i r c l e  
,,pJ 

a t  the annual Sun Dance. Membership i n  a warrior,Society was not res t r ic ted  

t o  any one band, so tba t mn  of different  bmds met  together i n  each of the  

societ ies ,  just  as among ourselves men Jkom several c i t i e s  may a l l  be EBasons 
i 

or  members of the Army and Navy Club. d ~ o r  t h i s  reason societ ies  ra re ly  r e n t  

t o  war i n  a body. Somstixnes t h i s  happened, perham orce a year, a t  which t i m e  

cer ta in  young; men were selected, often to  the i r  surprise and against t h e i r  

secret  wishes. They were given rank i n  the society, which entailed an 
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