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The commonly accépted idea that Sitting Bull‘s diplomacy
and cunning made him a lagrard in batile, is erroneous, according to Grouard.
When the latter met the great chief of the Tmrapapas, Sitting 3ull was in his
prime, being about thirty-siz years of age. He was a very cunning Indian. In . %

. stature he was not much over five feet, and he weighed close to two hundred pounds.
“ His body tapered from the shoulders down. His nose was the promiment feature

¢ of his face. His.gyes, which were steel blue in color, looked through and not

at you. They were very large, and i is’ 1ploodshot like a mad ===
animal's. His face was massive and was Sﬁﬂéwﬁaﬁ rounding, with a great width of
lower jaw. His mouth was large, but his lips were thin, though firm. He had a
low, broad forehead. Iis head was crowned with a profusion of long, black hair.

Hig father was a noted Sioux warrior, and met death in battle
- with the Crows on CGrand river several years before Goouard*s capture. In 1870 5?
his mother, who was over eighty years of age, lived in the Uncapapa village with
386 her only daughter, "hite Cow, then a*woman of thlrty, a widow with two children,§__
one, a daughter, being a deaf mute.

Sitting Bull was & P;eat practxcal Joker, and even in serious
council, he found immense delight in telil jﬁEE‘bn some chief or warrior
. present. Auong his own people he was constantlv laughing. He was quick tem—
pered, {uﬁmsoon recovered his good . nature. He was totally unforg1v1ng and never
forgot an {njirys —As-an Thdian, says Grouard he was a mighty shrewd.sne, and in
c-unqils lookaMAgwand_talxed of ure of hls“t:}be:gndaﬁegq;g, He
“108a-bhat the Sioux nasion wus dooned and that there was no salvation far
it. He constantly maintained that the life of the Indian meant war at all tinmes,
Smemzwrand boasted that he would be the last of the Sioux chiefs to surrender. He gloried
in his chieftancy and the renown his deeds had brought him. So firmly was this
sentiment implanted in his breast that even his bitterest foes reppected him for
it. 411 the young warriors worshiped him. His life and d-eds were the beacon
I1ghts that fuided ~Ehem on to VICTOTTEST 4is a general rule, he was a good-natured

At the time of Grouard's capture Sitting 3ull had three children—
~two boys and a little girl--the latter named Ilenty Horses, whose mother had died on
3 : Tongue river when the little one was three years old. This child was a perfect
: " blonde, and Grouard always thought she was a white captive. Grouard says the chief
- alvays.ireated all the children well, especially tiis little girl. Sitting Bull
387 pseemed to have & penéhant for acquir;ngégéves from the ranks of .ldows, Both his |
Eé, squaws had a son each of their own before they accepted situations as sagebrush

& burners in the tepl of the Uncapapa. Rach of these squaws had borne the chief a
§ SOn.
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SlttlAg Buil was nowgiggwxgwgg; dlplomatlc. He placed a pe-
»>culiar value u the frisadship of-all the”old‘s,_ ““He k6% their influence
jamounted to hothlng in council or on WArpAL, | he was shrewd enough to
tunderstaad that the women were the school teachers of the children. He never
‘lost an opportunity of playing the gallant toward the squaws, who sang his praises
ito the exclusion of every one else. ‘hat the children learned at the kneew of
=their mothers, they remembered in their youth and manhood, so that the lessoms
Etaught yesterday bore fruit on the morrow, and Sitting Bull's fame and prowess
tag a warrior grew by what it fed on.

He was no laggard i D. . He took a lively interest in the
young braves, and organize ¥°End distridbuted prizes; got up feasts, and
“cave off his stolen plenty to the poor. The name of Sitting Bull was a
"tepi word™ for all that was g§§3£ggamandmgxg§t. The bucks admired him, &he
% gsquaws respected him highly, and the children loved him and were taught to

emulate his example. He would have proved a mi-hty power among our present



