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It is hard to tell how many thieves I did capture that year, bul there
were a great many. “hen I startedl after them I most generally got them. It was

Hemagin 1877 that the road agents began to hold up the 3lack Lills stege, and I
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was zent out from Fort Laramie to assist in capturine some "gentlemen of the
road." It was near Fort Laramies.in the fall of 1876, for the second time in
my life, I came in contuct with the noted 3ill Beviuns. He had left Cheyenne
and gade his way over to Bunning Jater. On his way he had stclen a number

of horses some time during the night., I started out after the thieves, over-
taking them on Running ister. 1 took the stolen horses awey from theg, bub
while doing so Bevins had recognized me and told me he would &rop the horses

if I would hold off, vwhich I was willing to do on account of his being so friend-
1y %o me in my boyhood when I met him «t Helena yecrs before. 350, taking the
horses, I-turned them back to the owners, saying that I could nct catch the
horse thieves; that they hed droppsed the horses when they suw me comings and had
made off to the hills.

Two days afterwverd the stoge wes held up at the government ferm on the
Platte river. I was sent out to trace the robbers up, which I did, catching
four of them before sun-down. Trom that on until the latter pagt of 1877, I
wzs Xept bery busy after these road sgents, and 1 caught & zood many of them,
but as I never kept = record I cannot give thelr nwmes or the number. 3ome
of them were turned lbose, and some were sent to the penitentisry. I followed
two of these gentlemen on horsebasck from Bull's Bend, on the Flatte, w

 Green River, & trifle over three hundred wniles, catchin: them ‘ust as they
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were 8i ting down to breskfust. Iwas at the bresking up of these gangs, and

I did everything in my power to help capture ull the horse thieves that were in
the northern country. Kept me busy wntil I wsas * ordered to Fort Renco in
December 1877; but I remained at Red Cloud sgency wntil the Indians were moved
from there over 30 the ilisscourl river. Right after the removal of the Indlians

I started for Fort LicKinney (old Fort Reno, on the Powder river), reaching there
about the first of Janvary, 1878. I had not been there but a short ti.e vefore
I found tkere wag a vig gesn: of horse thieves in that locslity. They had a
regular trail running throusgh Wyoming, fron Oregon 4o ilinnesota. They were sta~
tioned at points «ll along the line, so it made it hard to cabtch them, as there
was always & different party stesling horses along the road.

These parties had stolen some horses from the beef coutractor at the
Post, and 1 was iaformed of it. The next morning im going up to where they had
stolen the horses, I found their tracks and followed them up. The tracks led
toward the Black Hills. Thinking that I could soon overtake the thisves, I
started out without any provisions or preparation. After following them
about twenty miles, I saw that I would have to uake & long ride to overtake.
them, which I did, following them some four hundred miles without cstching up
with the band, but cepturing one of their nuauber who had turned the stolen
horses over to some coniederates. I caught this one big fellow, and, working
on his fears, made him believe I was golng %o hang him. Then he gave every-
thing awsy, which was the means, later on, of capbturing the whole gang, or
nearly all of them. Anyway, twenty-eight thieves was sbout the nusber we got.
We had no diffilculty in gelting this geng of horse thieves after we had them
located. 3very one of the party was sent to the penitentiary, their sentences
rancing from fourteen to thirty years. They did not give us any trouble after -
that. :



