
It i s  hard t o  t e l l  how many thieves I d i d  c ~ p t u r e  t ha t  year, but there  
ivere a great i3Mls. -hen I starte'i. a f t e r  them I moat generally got them. It v;&s 
in 1877 th&t  Yke road agcnts br3=qa:z t o  h I d  up the  Slack :,ills stage, *and I 
itas zent out froi;i Fort Urzu,~le t o  a s s i s t  i n  capturin: some +?gentle%en of the  

355 road," It -i&s near F6rt krt-,nie*in the f;ll of 1676, fo r  the second t i n e  i n  
ray l i f e ,  I paae i n  c o n t x t  :.ith the noted 33.11 Sevir,s, Ee had l e f t  Cheyenne 
and w e  : i i~ ;i.z,,g over t o  Em.-~in; .isfie$. On i d s  Y'c,~ he had s t c l e n  e number 
of horses sme tl:.:e d u r i q  t h e  ::iyht. 1 stctrted out ~ i f t e r  the thieves, over- 
tizkins them on R m ~ l q  . ;atere 1 took the :>tolea  horses ara-y f r w ~  the@, but 
a h i l e  dois: so Ssvins ha3 recogr,ized r*!e and t o ld  me he  wov-14 &rop the horses 
i f  I aould hold off ,  ih ich  I mas v k l l i ~ ~  t o  do on accor?nt of h i s  being s o  frieaui- 
I g  t o  :ne i n  r~jr boyl~ood >:ihen 1 ~ , < e t  hiai 2l.t Eelem ;.e~.rs before. So, t:r*kirq the  
horses,,  J turned them b:~clr: t o  the oTners, s.syr:,&' that  i eoul5 not  r;stch the  
horse thieves;  tha t  they had droppad the horses when they s;.& me corilinr- m d  had 
made off t o  the h i l l s ,  

2wo dz.;rs bftert:-~.rd t he  stn;e tiibS neld tr;; a t  the  goverraent fe rm on t h e  
Platte! r ive r .  I ?.:as sent out t o  tr-ice th5 rob5ers u;, e~i:ic& I did, catching 
foxr of then before sva-dom, From t ha t  on until the laf , ter  paxt of 1877, f 
was kept berg busy a f t e r  theoe r m d  &gents, and 1 c-x+=$t tl 50od r;.iaq.? of them, 
but a s  I: never kept z record I c - m o t  give their :z;.;ies or t e e  number, Sme 
of thm 'iere ti,lrne2 Ibose, and sorae aese ~ e n t  t o  the pniten%iiara. I follos~ed 
two of these  gentlemen an horseback froin Yull's P;eLd, on t h e  i l g t t e ,  n, 
Green River, R t r i f l e  over three kmdred r. i lea,  c a t c h i r ~ .  them :uat a s  they 
were s i  t in,= dovn t o  b r e d c f ~ s t .  I m s  a; the bre~aking up of these gangs, a d  
f did everythirf; i n  my 1)ower t o  :.el2 c t -2 tq~ re  -11 the horse t!~ieves th&t  ;#ere In 

356 the northern c o ~ ~ t r g .  Kept miie b u y  un t i l  I was * or5ered t o  Fort Eeno i n  
Decernber 1877; but  I remained a t  Iigd Cloud 'GEI~GY iintil the  Iri&iw were noved 
frorn there  over t o  the  ;.:issc?- zl.1 r iver.  Right a f t e r  t he  senoval of the Sndims 
I s t a r t ed  for  For t  I,icKiiuleg [old Fort %no, on the  Yo\;der r i v e r ) ,  reaching there  
a%o~dG the f i r s t o f  Caxtary, 1875. 1 hci.3 riot been there  but t~ shor t  t i  e before 
- 
A found there was a d i g  gan: of horse ih isves  il? t h ~ t  l occ l i t y ,  3 e y  had 8. 
regular t r n i l  run-:ik- t t h o ~ ~ ~ g h .  :Jyo~ning, f r oc O r  e;on t o  : l i r iesota.  They were st& 
t ioned 8% points ~ 1 1  along the  l i n e ,  so i t  rmde i t  hcrd t o  cstck them, as there  
was alwajrs s di f fe ren t  party s t ea l i ng  horses along the  ro:d. 

These pa r t i e s  had s to len  sane horses from the beef coritractor a t  t he  
Post, and i v.%s informed of i t ,  -'he next norning i n  t;, I n g  up t o  v~here they had 
s to len  the  horses, 1 f o W  t h e i r  t racks  and follou~ed them up. Zne tritcks led 
toward t h e  3 k c k  I i i l l s .  Thinking t h t  T could soon overtake the thieves, I 
s t a r t ed  out @ithout m y  provisions or &reparation. k f t e r  fo l loning them 
&out twenty miles, I s a w  thht  I vi'ou1d have t o  l ake  ti long r i d e  t o  overtake. 
them, v~hich I did, follo:7ing then1 satiie four hundred miles without cetching up 
with the  b 3 d ,  but capturing one of t h e i r  nxLiber who had turned the  s t o l en  
horses over to soaie conr.eder:stes. I caught t h i s  one b i g  fellow, and, viorkiag 
on h i s  fears, rmde him bel isve  I -nas going t o  hew hirn. Then he gave every- 
thing &my, which wzls the  m e m ,  l a t e r  on, of ctipturizz- the &%ole g ~ n g ,  o r  
nearly a l l  of them, Anyway, twenty-eight thieves ws-s e,bout the  nzzrnber we got. 
l'le had no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  ge t t i ng  this prig of horse th ieves  h f t e r  we h&d them 

357 located. *Tvery one of the par ty  was sent  t o  the  yenitenticry,  t h e i r  sentences 
ranging from fourteen t o  t k i r t y  years, They did  not give us m y  t r o d ~ l e  a f t e r  
that .  


