I
&

GRCUARD CHAP. XLVII Pags 352 AFTZR HUR3Z THIEVES 4AND HOLDUPS.
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The fall of 1876 and th L.
on account of the Jnofésaleﬁmileil; h It
% just seemed as if all tHe tHidves in ihe universe hud been turned looge in Ne-
%braska, Wyoming, Cregon, Idaho, licntana snd Dakota. They had no regard for
property or human life, and were, LQVﬂJ oolnlon, 1nf1n1telngg;5§w$haa‘#ﬁa—&ﬁda H
ians ever were. Amongs thé more notorious cREracters WKS irfested the gre=zt
west in the years referred to werc the James boys -—-Jesse¢: and Frank—-- and
their gang; 3Billy the kid, Cully, Bill Zimmerman, Tom Reece, Phoenix, Odell,
Jerry Overholt, liadison, Dutch Henry, Black Hank, Persilamon 3ill, Jack Caapbell,
Hermsn Leslie, 3ill @vans, Teton Jackson, llcGloskey and Big Losed Seorge.

These men were leaders 2nd had o follouinr ‘hat was truly sur-

prising. They stole from the settlers, tkey robbed the passengers on stages,
they rifled the mail bags and money ches on overland rouues, .eld up trains
cn the Tnion Pacific, looted stores, run Q¢f Indian ”onies, and, very often

shot or hanged treir victims. They kept the entirs’ r'oun"“rv in an uproar, and
353 terrorized the séttlers*to such an exitent that one-half the robberies pommittedi

by them were never nade krnown. They had their or 14 agents af all points,
even at the government posts and sgencies, =nd &t last the United Iiatzs auth-
orities were compelled to call into reguisition the $roops to suppress them.

During the year 1877 my orders jert me swinging like & pendu-
lum between the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail igeacies, and Forts Laramie, Robiason,
Fetterman, Reno (licKinney) snd Sheridan, now being on the trail of some horse-—
stezling gang, and then tryinge to locate a holdup outfit.

) . Un one occasion in 1877 the thieves stole about one hundred! nggwﬁ
ponies from the Indisns at Spotted Tall isgency. Trom the numbér of horses
taken I thought the thieves were in such force that I took a detachment (M
troop of the Third Cavalry) from the Spotted Tail igenmcy and followed thom.
vie struck the tracks of %I

W

thie ponies leadins towards the 3lack Hills. They vere
very easy %o follow, belimg so mamy of them. Ve gained on them very fast, amd
overtook them the mext doy on the Cheyenne river, right where Idyo qon*, S« Da,

stands at She present time. “hen I first discovered the thieves they were
cooklﬂg their dinner. They had fturned the pomies out across the rﬂek, with
the ex rtion of one or two. These th:f xept in the vicinity of their fire
vhere the. were preparing thelr meal. lose %0 them as I could

i ine seen and ridinmg in between uhu“ and the porles, we capninred the

sny trouvble.
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364 But while I was 1 ok o my men had
ridden up t¢ where the horse thie r st heard were three
or four shots fired, ant tve of the sold s came rid X *tc me hallooimg
thet one of my men were sheot am 4 killed. There were four of the horse thieves,

agd vefore I could reach the place where the chooting occurred, tvwo of them had
jumped on their inies and started toward the H

Ty

ills. The other %wec, as s00n &S

they saw m@ riding toward the, commenged to fird. That wade me so hot that 1 did~=
not want to be bothered with them; so I put the captured ihief on his horse, tied P
one end of a rope to the limb of a tree, the other end around his neck, and drove
yne’horse out from under him. Did not even stop to look back, but gathered up

;he ponies and atarted for the agency. I heard four or fige days ufterward of a .
man hanging to & tree, and suppose he was the nan [ swung up; but he gave me good:
cause to do wvhat I did. If he had not killed one of the men who were with me I
should have turned him ioose, and his pariner would never have been shot if he

had not helped to kill one of my men.



