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%'hen the troops f i r s t  opened f i r e ,  I did not see  w h a t  the  r e su l t  w a s ;  
but going back a short  time ufterwtbrds--when we hsd got the  horses driven away-- 
I saw there had been a mis tah  &e, and the  Indians were f i r i n g  back and t he  
f i gh t  w a s  g e m - ,  Cdip t  3 i l P b  h d  g 3 ~ e r ~ -  t h e  order t o  as&--&--- 
 it was impossible t o  r e t r ea t .  The Indians had run out o f  the  b v i l l w e  and got on the other s ide  of the  creek, so  tha t  the  v i l l age  l a y  i n  

between the Ind ims  a d  the  soldiers .  I t  w n s  a sure enough f i gh t  there  f o r  a 
l i t t l e  while across the vil lage.  Knowing the I ~ g A e ~ ~ ; ~ ~ $ B ~ i ? e  r e i n -  orce- 
ments before a great  while, f t r i e d  t o  send Capt. Jack back a i t % % ~ % ? ~ ~ t o  
Gen. Crook, but he didn ' t  wznt to  go, and one of the  packers volunteered and 
went back. Giving the  courier  a verbal LiessGge t o  Crook, t e l l i n g  the  General 
how we were s i tuated,  2nd asking him t o  hurry up h i s  cornland, or jlart of it, 
a s  ~ u i c k l y  a s  pos:,ible, I went bnck to  the  f i gh t ,  and found t k t  Lieut. Ton 
Leuttewitz had been\shot through t h e  knee. i* c o r ~ o r a l  had a l so  been wounded. 
The surge on ani?ut;ted trie i r  legs  af terwtrrd . 

306 * I"le then moved around so as t o  dr ive  the Irdians fro[,, the other s ide  of  
the creek, which we did;  but a f e w  of them {lot in to  b kind of cave ttnd they 

7' could not be driven out, i t  b i a s  .. : b i l e  t-fterw-rd before vie ccr*'.? uet  
them out. They k i l l ed  severxl of our men befoee eve ccould B&slod@ or cup%u;t?@ 
them. Vp&oOO~@it~&8,me nahM,&gd...ven>.rireci doiin , - i n to  , . . thecvil la+-e.  ,, . -... . , ..,& Gf r?ovzs~ ,  

, we did  riot know about these Indians beirig' i , ~  t h i s  c&ve u n t i l  we got down into  
' the vi l lage;  not u n t i l  the  so ld ie r s  went down t o  plunder the  vil lage.  Dried 

meat w a s  the f i r s t  th ing ihe  so ld ie r s  looked for .  The s found it. g r e ~ t  r:lany 
t ha t  had belonged t o  Custer 's conmiand, such as a , ii great  deal  of d clothing and money. 

$& -*,,,* .-.,.,- .---. . - w - 7 - -  

During the charge .mde on the  v i l l age  Pr ivate  :'.J, L;cClinton, of Troop 
C, Third cavtilry, discovered one of the  p'idons belonging t o  the  i l l - fa ted Cuater 
corm.;nd. It was'fustened to  the  lodge of b e r i c m  Horse &nd ikCllnton l o s t  no 
time i n  secirrin,- the trophy. The guidon wds given by LicClintor~ t o  Captain B i l l s ,  
and f i n s l l y  found i t s  wrzcy back t o  the  Seventh Cavalry. EblcClinton w a s  very 
proud of the  capture he had made at the  S lL i  3u t tes  ba t t l e ,  and %hen he received 
h i s  discharge papers he found the face of the document embellished i n  red ink 
with a statement of' the f ac t  of the guidon's captiwe by himself. ;.x. BicClinton 
i s  a t  present a res ident  of Sheridan, Zyoming, where he has l ived f o r  mny years, 
and has been successful i n  business. He never t i r e s  of s i r i i . ~  the prdises of 
General Crook snd the  brave men who opened up the  r i c h  valleys of the Tongue tcnd 
Goose creeks t o  settlement, 

307 * The lodges  ere f u l l  of f u r s  and met*t, and it  seemed t o  be rr very 
r i ch  vi l lage.  One man found eleven thousand do l la r s ,  I think it w a s ,  a l l  i n  one 
r o l l ,  i n  one of the  tepis .  O f  course, i t  had come from the Cuater comraand. Then 
another a r t i c l e  the so ld ie r s  found was tobacco, which they were very rmch in need 
of, 8s everybody was out of the  weed. Som- of the  faen went i n to  a lodge t*nd 
turned over the robes and blankets. h l i t t l e  Indian g i r l  jumped out from under 
the robes. She oo~menced crying and screaming as ~ u i c k  a s  they found her, t znd 
she ran  everybody out of the  lodge. ;;hen sh'e began t o  cry  and y e l l  the eb 
supposed there  were more Indians i n  the lodge, arrl they got out i n  double 
quick time. The l i t t l e  g i r l  was about e igh t  or  nine years old, 

i 

It was, r ight  at t h i s  t h e  that we bound that  some of the  Indians had 
got in to  a cave a t  one s ide  of the vi l lbge One of the men st:krted t o  go p s s t  
that spot on the  h i l l ,  and as he passed the  plbce he Lbnd h i s  horse were both 
shot. This cave or dugout was down i n  the bed of c dry  creek. The Tndian 
c here, . --- *-A .% . and had dug o u i t ~ . $ o & _ e _ ~  the baw-t 
i &t%y@%m--k"&w enough t o  hGf& @trfpa number 
of people. quick as we located the Indians we commenced shooting i n  the re  
without s e e i r i  ansthing. Hot knowing how maw Indians were i n  there, the so ld i e r s  
surrounded them and continued shooting into-e cave u n t i l  they go t  t i r ed .  They . - u * - -,w+- . < .  - -. c - 13, * 444;-r. -3-. 


