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Finding our s m d l  party of s c ~ u t ~ c o u l d  not get the Indians, and that  

it was not  v*orth while t ryin? t o  dislodge them, we went ~ E C K  t o  xhe coil; and, 
tvhick had gone into c~mp. d l  the susplies had been used--all the rstione. 
It ;;.a5 @at abolrt one hlmdred r i i les  to  Fort Lincoln and the s m e  distance 
to  Deadwood and the  3 1 s k  l i i l ls .  .t Lincoln there r e re  government supplies, 
and bt Deadwood ~ t e  would hdve t o  2urchase them, or run o w  chmces of buying 
enough t o do us. >hen, again, i f  we went t o  Lin soln, we would lose the object 
of our summer's march and the opgortuliitg of overtaking the Indians, On the  
other ha&,-f we went to  the H i l l s  we hab  be chance of *pi= the Indians 
and not having had a l l  our swnmerts work for nothing. ?he rain--it had been 
rcining then juat about a week-was fd1in.g &n n steady drizzle  and there was 
not a dry a r t i c l e  of any kind i n  the whole cornand. 

3etween us a d  the !!ills the en t i r e  catantry had thiis sticky, pmbo soi l .  
I n  ei ther  case it  would be a hard t r i p  for the comicand, and would en ta i l  a 
good deal  of suffering, whichever way ~ t e  went. I thought i t  would be best 
to*go towards the 9 i l l s ;  that we would be sure t o  jump the Indians before they 
got into the agency. The General said there was no poss ib i l i ty  bf-&lF"%t;a~%-ii ,  

' :&W%?&%?$tPmgX horses and mules. iIe called h i s  f i e l d  off icers  together ,ad 
gave orders to  m r c t  t o  the Slack ITills, t a l l i x  them that xe would have t o  
l i ve  on horse and mule meat u n t i l  rrztions could be procured, 

* s The next morning we stasted : D - T ~ - ' ;  t'.? " i ~ Z n ,  7 1 % ~  1, pre t ty  ha&& 
struggle from there on, The horses coumenced t o  p:ay out. As f a s t  &a the 
p o x  b m t e s r f e l l  the quartermaster had the% ki l led and issued a s  rations,  so  
the soldiers  h<& nothing but yl?yed+ut horses to  ea t  bron tnere on into the . I t  looked funny t o  see a soldier r ide  hi8 horse u n t i l  i t  dropped 
exhausted, ard then get a f f  and shoot it and cut i t a  carcass up an3 issue the  

/fill8 ,neat t o  the soldiers o f  the differen&:compmies, T 
I suppose, from v:hat I saw and ;.;hat they t b  

ruggle for  tke troops. I didn't get mucfi of the h a d  part  of it, 
s k i l l ing  game; besides, we had a ness of our ojsn and o w  own p a k  mules, 

s o  vre had ~ l e n t y  of provisions a l l  through the whole t r ip .  Myself, Tom Uoore, 
the packer, D-%ve L:eers, h i s  assist-, and Big Bat, were a l l  together. 1Iy 
being out so in-jch, I k i l k  d game mcl brought i t  i n  to  the mess. Gen, Crook 
fared just the same as the solDisrs. Clnce and awhile the s t a f f  vrould sta& 
 BOW^ LO 0u wesb -.;I 6 c b  - y y - ~ ~  u i u d  O X  u e ~ a s ,  but the Seneral had prohibited 
then from going t~ our mess. ?hat was one d is t inc t ive  character is t ic  of 

302 Gen. Croo3rZs--he vrould not tske any*advnntage of h i s  comx&nd. I f  they 
starved, he starved with them,+ "--wawv L* 
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Gn t h e  fov-rth nisht froa; Hebrt r iver  i t  w a s  thow;ht best t o  s en3 part of 
the corxland on t o  the 3lack X i l l s  for supplies, and !waling the Lndi~ns t o  be 
betl*.een us and t h e  alack K i l l s ,  the Zeeneral thol.@t' I had bet ter  go with them, 
and said he :.0121r: .?end strfficien.5 force to  '.i~~ip any village i.e ~ o .  13 ccae across 
Picking out oae huadred m d  f i f t y  men, with s i x  sack t r a ins  (Torn iloore i n  ciiarge 
of W k  br~ins;, ,.,e l e f t  cusp at 9 6*clock i n  ';he sveriing, v i t h  Sagt i in  h i l l s  
in car:d-,z.nd, ~L-s? LLeut . :rawf ord, Lieut , Scn::atb and Lieut . Ton Leuttewit a 
ancon:pmyir~g us. Srawf ord  cis killed by the ;,;exicans c;ft erwards . Schwatb 
beotune famous cts an Arctic explorer, and i s  now den3; Ton Leuttev~itz Gas shot i n  
the Sl im Butte fight,  b d  ?iis leg ?&,l>~.rtated, vf t s  ,xnsioned o f f ,  and i s  r~csr 
l iving i n  '.i~s::ington. i took Captain 28ck Crawford ~ i t h  me. ,;e travelsd n l l  
nigbt, s t r f i iki~d 3 ig  Y l u  the next i ~ o r ~ ~ i r g ,  a d  i x d s i ~  our Sreakfast off of 
glurns. n l t e ~  rest ing 'zp a ~ h i l e  we s t  r ted igain about 8 o'clock. 'e cou.14 
not t ravel  fast .  ftii.F~;d stop2ed raining, but the fog had se t t le6  so that  w e  
coul6 rwt see but a sriort distance ahead. Keeping 42'f@ cord.~:~rd u3out three 
hundred yards belririd so  they aould watch r u l l  om movelrents, we traveled until 
Bbout one otclook. Unee i n  a while the fog would r i s e  so that  I could see a 


