
Grouardts explmat ion is that  the  off icer ,  being convinced 
&hat the corimand would perish t o  a man, did not wieh t o  survive h i s  com- 
rades i n  arms, so pht an end t o  h i s  l i f e  when escape was within his  grasp; 
or, that  being unaSle t o  re jo in  the canur,and, and fearing t b t  h i s  escape 
would be construql in to  desertion and forever remain a b lo t  upon h i s  
honor, he ended h is  existence within s ight  of the skot where t he  f i ve  
troops of the heroic Seventh met t he i r  -:;aterloo, 

This s tory of the Iildims is borne out by a fact :  The body 
of one off icer  (Second Lieutenant i!.bT. Earrington of Troop C) was never 
recovered, It was supposed tha t  he f e l l  i n  the f i r s t  charge, and was swallowed 
up by the treacherous quicksands i n  the bed of the L i t t l e  3 ig  Horn; but ib is 
just  a s  possible tha t  he escaped death bg the r iver  and fouqd i t  on the 
p la in  eas t  of Poplar creek, though it must be admitted tha t  nothing but the 
f ac t  t h a t  h i s  body w a s  not found on the f i e l d  of b a t t l e  lends. any evidence 
t o  h i s  iden t i f ica t ion  as  the  off icer  referced t o  by the savages. * 

262 The Indians were sure that  the off icer  was t rying t o  check 
the speed of h i s  horse when he passed throwh the i r  l ine;  but the 
animal was mazed lrith f r i gh t  and could neither be stopped nor overtaken, 
It went l i ke  the wind, m d  proved i t s e l f  afterwards t o  be one of the f lee tes t -  
footed horses possessed by the sava&@s. 

A s  soon as  possible a f t e r  the  b a t t l e  &egun, the camp, with 
the women and children, was moved, the mutilation of  the Custer dead 
having been done by the bucks, IIorned Horse, who viewed the  scene frorn a 

$distance, s t a t i ng  tha t  the warriors only desisted i n  t h e i r  horrible work from 
' sheer exhaustion. 

A great deal has been snid and wr i t ten  about t;he rnannet i n  
which Custer received h:s death v m m d ,  a d  t o  Rain-in-the-Face, chose 
picture w i l l  be found i n  these W e s ,  has been a t t r ibu ted  the k i l l i n g  of 
t h i s  gal lant  and daring s p i r i t .  It i s  already known tha t  Custer's body was 
the only one escaping riiutilation; a lso that  the wound kvhich caused death ass 
i n  the head and made by a bu l le t .  Tlo other wound 'or mark was found 
upon the body, and it .i.pparently lay vYhere it had fallen.  The readi.rg 
world need not be shocked by the Icnmiledge that  no man has honor i n  Custer's 
death. "MotLing cza %e re tent ive t o  the strength of spiri t ."  Bain-in-the- 
Face did not k i l l  Sen. Custer. Sut Custer, brave t o  the l m t ,  surrounded 
hy the -cad bodies of h i s  re la t ives  a16 troopers, and real iz ing the horrors 
that  a-$cited Lira as ct captive--tortures a tilousand times worse than 5eab.h-- 
turned h i s  veapon a g ~ l n s t  hi:nself all3 esccped :he t e r r i b l e  fate Bar which 

263 the ;~ldirtns attexpte2 t o  spsre bin.* 

Custer WLS well 'xi.ro$vn t o  a id  37 the savage horde vinich 
encornpssed h i m ,  2here vfcs n chanbe for  h i s  ssptru'e, and the  only vay the  
General had t o  defeat  it li~ss ir, anticipa t i r ~  his own end. ;'he 6:-llant Fetter- 
m a n  and Srorvn died by each o%herv s hands at t h  -: ?hi1 Xec~rney r i s sacre  i n  
1866, and c i  h - d r c d  other cases rnight be cited of EL l i k e  ~-u$ure. The friends 
~ n d  adriiirers of duster have not.- il-yi; t o  P e ~ r e t  i:i t k s  'xonledse tha t  the - .  

,,GI$ t o  o t e r s i t j  ;:ith A,16 0it.1 right iinnd, brave soldier  epened t;hs -ate7.--- 


