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7 \ vhere he and Xeno separated, ind the  l a t t e r  having invqsted the v;oods on the 
southeast side of the ca;;lp, people ccn not but vonder ~ h y  he fa i led  to  hold t h i s  
9oint of vwltage t lnt i l  he cmld  sa t i s fy  l a i ~ ~ s e l f  that 2uster made h i s  proposed 
attac;: below. Instead of d o i q  th i s ,  noidever, Reno withdrew frori the ~ ~ o o d s ,  

257 retresteci across the L i t t l e  Bi$  Zorn, a 5  took up a position infinitely*less 
desirable than the one he had f i r s t  held on the blest of the stream, where he 
was protected by a heavy growth of timber. This Cetreat i s  said t o  nave 'seen 
so precipitous that  m~ny of the f l e e i r i ~  soldiers v:ere actual ly  d raped  from 
their  horses by the prirsuing savages s-nd hacked t o  death at leisure.  

Tilere must have been a respi te  given the Reno coi.mand t o  gain 
i ts  second p s i t ion ,  for  it Tas then that  Senteen, came upon the scene from the 
west, and h e  sas  followed so~fier~hnt l s t e r  by ihDougnlfs troop and the ~ c k  train.4) 
There i s  no account of the -packs having been attacked $nil? on the i r  way s mth- 
east  over the main t r a i l t o  reach Reno's position, so i t  necessttrily follows i & 
that  the Indians at that  particular time had ~"ithdrawn from %no to  repe l  the jF 

charge of the 2uster bat ta l ion three miles down the stream. "Indecisionft on d 
the part  of R~:no may have led to  the force under himself and Sunteen being 
kept a t  a s t ands t i l l  while Custerfs cornand w a s  un2ergoing destruction; but 
mil i tary sen used a very mild term ivhen they dalled i t  such. 

On the afternoon of the massacre the soldiers  of Reno's 
commtwd d i s t inc t ly  heard a *'charget?ssounded on a bug1 e, and they arose with a 
y e l l  of OBEckxf-to felcone Custer, only t o  be met with a y e l l  of derision fram 
the savages. mir circhstancei mould not have escnped the notice or k ~ o w -  
ledge of Reno, and yet he claims he had no s u s ~ i c i o n  that ttnnihilation had 
overtaken Custerts command. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on i n  the day the white Lats and 
blue coats of soldiers  were noticed i n  the possession of the Indians who 

258 swarmed about Reno's entrenched position, * but t h i s  circumstance does not appear 
t o  have made any deep impression on &hj. fieno. B i s  indecision m y  have saved 
h i s  command but it will aever -<]rite the name of ''hero" on h i s  monuaent. 

Grouard, as stated i n  h i s  narrative, reached the  Custer 
ba t t le f ie ld  about 11 orcloak on the night of June 25th. Re had struck the t r a i l  
of the  Custer command where the  commands separated, and followed i t  down t o  t h e  
bluffs on which the bodies of t h e  ki l led were strewn. On his  way t o  h i s  spot 
he must, as he says, have passed close to the entrench& position held by 
Reno, but he did not know it. =en he crossed the  L i t t l e  B i g  Horn he h 
(but did not see) the Indians -sing backward aad forward over the travoi 
t r a i l s ,  but the camp a t  that  time had been moved t o  a point fully twenty 
miles southwest of the bat t lef ie ld.  The scout heard no shooti g while i 
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the  v ic in i ty  of the L i t t l e  Bip Horn and saw nothing which led him t o  suppose 
t h a t  Renoms command was besieged. was i n  the Indian camp at sun-up on the  
morning of the 26th of June, and l e f t  that  place with hundreds of the savages 
i n  hot pursuit, machine; the Crook cornmadLon Goose creek two days afterwards. 

In the i r  haste to get t h e i r  families out of the way of dan- 
ger, t he  Indians undoubtedly l e f t  many tep is  and much rubbish, a& which m a ,  
l a t e r  on, destroyed by t h e  snvvges themselves, as they had no means t o  convey 7 
it from the spot, the travois having been taken t o  8 point twenty :niles to 
the southwest. The only v ier  Renor s command obtazned of the Indian camp was 

259 at the * cormand w a s  f i r s t  thrown against the  savcges. Its subsequent r e t r ea t  
across the r iver  cut off the view of the camp entirely,  and Reno could not know I. 
when the hos t i l e  vil lage was moved. Grauard s t a t e s  posit ibely that it was 4 

moved on the night of the 25th, and a s  he v is i ted  it on t h e  morning of the 26th 
when it w a s  located twenty miles southwest of the bat t lef ie ld,  i t  could not 


