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B i g  Iiorn ( eas t ) ,  Crook's i n  the Goose creek valley (south), and Gibbonst 
at the head of the L i t t l e  Big Horn velley (north), the Indians ( i f  located 
i n  the l a t t e r  valley, and it was almost impossible t o  suppose they r e r e  
q w h e r e  else,  as  the t r a i l  led i n  tha t  direct ion and the scouts had 
located the i r  vil lage on or i n  t h e  v ic in i ty  of the L i t t l e  Big Horn], wouM 
find it ispossible to  escape the cordon of troops unless they penetrated t h e  
mountains and crae sed the rmge t o  the west, a move which was highly imp~o-  
bable hecause next to  impossible. 

But Suster did not allow ir?structious t o  "hamper his  actionse 
when he found himsglf upon the hot t r a i l  of the Indians on the Rosebud, 
The headwaters a€ the Ton .-e were permitted t o  take care of themselves, Cus- 
t e r  s a w  suff ic ient  reason for  departing fron his  orders, and pressed on i n  pur- 
suit of the savages, Bytthe time the valley of the L i t t l e  B i g  Horn was 
reached, he had other plans than the one mapped out by the commanding General 
t o  examine the upper part  of Tullook creek. H i s  scouts had reported 
the  Indian vi l laze but a short distance ahead, but whether they also re- 
ported on the stren-$h of the host i les  w i l l  never be known, 

It i s  enough t o  know, however, thet t h e  i o s t i l e s '  t r a i l  was 
discovered when the Custer command reached a point twenty miles up 
the Rosebud, a f t e r  leaving the Gibbon commsnd. It lead up that  stream fo r  
many miles, and f ina l ly  turned off to  a t r ibutary of the L i t t l e  Bid Horn, 
:\%en Custer reached a point e i a t e e n  m i l e s  from the Indian village, he 

251 called Reno, aenteen, 31cDoug;al and h is  other*officers -ogether and divided 
h i s  command into three battalions taking troops C, E; P, I a m  L ,-tre~f, 
Troops A, if :in& S were assigned to  Reno, while 2enteen w a s  :iven charge 
of troops B, D ar,d K. 3 troop, uncler. Captain :cDonfl;al, waz made an escort 
t o  the pack t rain.  From the scouts the exact location of the India 
v i l l e e  a t  i t s  upper end; Reno warn t o  keep on the east side of the 
stream u n t i l  he came t o  -.bout the center of the v i l l a ~ e  an3 then @ w i n  
the att-.ck, and %ster w . 2 ~  t o  follow down stream t o  the exttame lower end 
of the camp and attack f t  there, so t h a t  the three forces would begin t h e  
f ight  a t  different  points almost simultaneously. ..hen the three battalions 
had reached a point f ive  miles from the villaye, Benteen cfgssed the r iver  and 
followed down under the  sh&ows of the rcountain, vihile the uster and Beno com- 
mands marched side by side yet a l i t t l e  further, Then CustQr bore off t o  the  
east, into the h i l h ,  while Reno passed down t o  the r iver  and soon a f t e r  en- 
gaged the Indians. He met a force that  he could not drive--a host that he 
had not looked for. 3emoralization took peesession of h i s  battalion, hnd 
i n  the r e t r l a t  which ensued h i s  men were mowed down l ike  grass. 

Benteen, i n  a statement made t o  iir. Finerty, says there 
was t o  have been no connection betc.een Seno, EcDwgal and himself i n  Cus- 
t e r T s  order. He was sent off t o  the l g f t  several miles from where Custer 
w a s  kil led t o  "actually hunt up more Indians," '-hen he s e t  off on h is  m i s -  

252 sion, he l e f t  the remainder of the regiment* a t  a ha l t  and Bismounted. Re 
soon saw, he says, a f t e r  carrying out CusterVs order, and two other orders 
which were sent to  h i m  by the General that  the "Indians had too much horse 


