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1876, between the different  bat ta l ions of Gibbons* command, Indian scouts were 
sent out t o  discover the whererr~ou';;; or tn- hostiles,  and secure, as near a s  
possible, the numbers 02 the enemy. Upon the return of these scouts, who 
located the Indian vil lage i n  the vicini ty  of the L i t t l e  B i t  Horn, t hey  re- 
ported the strength of the hos t i les  b be between three and f ive  thousand 
f ight ing warriors. But the agenits a t  the different  agencies had previously 
given it as the i r  opinion that  the hos t i l e  force did not amount t o  over one 
thousand fighting men; and, stra~lge as it may appear, both Gibbon and Terry 
seemed to have placed greater reliance on the estimates of the agents than 
i n  the actual observation of the friendly Indian scouts. Custer, from a l l  
accounts, shared the opinion of h i s  superiors, and expressed himself a s  able 
t o  whip the a l l i ed  forces of Sioux and Chejrennes with h is  own regiment i f  he 
were only permitted the opportunity. 

Camp at the mouth of the Rosebud was broken on the morning 
of June 22d, Custer, with h is  regiment ( the  Seventh cavalry) and pack t r a i n  
moving up the Rosebud, and Terry and Gibbon with the i r  forces, going up the 
Yellowstone. A t  the council of war held before the commands separated, what 
was determined upon aa the line of ac t ion  is now sbouded i n  doubt, some 
holding that  Custer was not to-a t tack  the hos t i les  u n t i l  the different  com- 
mands mere close enough together t o  form a junction, while others maintain 
that  Custer himself said he w a s  authorized t o  at tack the  enemy whenever and 
wherever he found him. 

But there is documentary evidence i n  existence which goes 
far toward provine; that Cuater received *definitert instructions, and tha t  he 
permitted h i s  enthusiasm t o  take avantage of the loophole l e f t  i n  them. 
He was t o  have moved up the Rosebud i n  pursuit of the Indians whose t r a i l  
Reno had discovered some days previous. ''It is of course impossible t o  
give any def in i te  instructicns," reads t h i s  interest ing momento, **in 
regard t o  t h i s  movement, and, were it not i ~ g o s s i b l e  to  do so, the depart- 
ment cormnander places too much condtidence i n  gour zeal, energy and a b i l i t y  
t o  wish to  impose upon you precise orders which night h-r your act ion &en 
nearly i n  contact with the enemy. He w i l l ,  however, indicate t o  you h is  uwn 
view of what your action should be, and he desires tha t  you should conform 
t o  them, unless you sha l l  sde suff ic ient  reason f o r  departing from them." 

Here's a case of "close the  door, please, unless you desire  
t o  leave it openow 

I f  Custer found that  the Indian t r a i l  (discovered previously 
by Reno) turned toward the  L i t t l e  Big Horn, he w a s  t o  have kept t o  the l e f t  
t o ~ ~ a r d  the headwaters of the Tongue r iver ,  i n  order tha t  no band or bands 
of hos t i les  should be permitted t o  =cape t o  the so t h  or southeast by passing 
arourzd hi8 l e f t  flank. He was t o  f ee l  h is  way cautiously from the Tongue r ive r  
westward t o  the valley of the L i t t l e  Dig Horn, where he w a s  to carefv-lly 
examine Tullock creek ( a  t r ibutary  oi" the S ig  Horn) a t  i t s  upper end, and 
report t o  Gen. Gibbon, whose command w o u ~ u  vr iocated at the farks of the 

250 Little*-ig Horn rivers. "5th Custervs command on the headwaters of the L i t t l e  


