
Crook's orddr w ~ s  i n s t an t l y  obeyed, m d  we were for tunate  enough 
t o  fi:d a comparutively easy viay out of the elongated t r a p  i n to  which duty ha8 led 
ua. !:e def i led ,  *as near ly  as possible, by the  heads of companies, i n  pa r a l l e l  
columns, so as t o  carry out the order t;:ifLi, ,,~e,ottls ",celerity. Ve were soon 
c l ea r  of  Dead Canyon although we had t o  lend our horses over and among t he  boulders 
and fal len-t imber.  '?he c r e s t  of the  s ide  of the raviae proo&'. t o  be a s o r t  of 
plateau, and there  we could hear qu i te  p la in ly  t h e  noise of the qttach on Royall ls  
f ront .  'Je got out fro:; among the  loose rocks and scraggy t r e e s  tha t  f r i x e d  the  
r i m  of the  s l f ,  and found ourselves i n  y i t e  an open country. "Prepare t o  nount- 
mountil shouted the off icers ,  and we were aghin i n  the  saddle. 

Then we urged our animals t o  t h e i r  bes t  pace, ttnd speedily 
came i n  view of the contending par t i es .  ?he Indisns had t h e i r  ponies, &uarded ' 

mostly by mere boys, i n  the rea r  of t h e  low, rocky c r e s t  which they occupied. 
The posit ion held by Royal1 rose sernevrl1:it hi:;her, and both l i ne s  could be seen 
a t  a glance. There was very heavy firing, and the  Sioux were ef idsn t ly  preparirg 
t o  make an a t t ack  $in force, as  they were r id ing  i n  b;. the  score, especia l ly  i'fom the 
2oint  a andoned by liills' b a t t a l i o n  i n  i t s  rnovement down the  canyon, and which 
w a s  p ~ t r t i a l l y  held thereaf te r  by the f r i end ly  Indians, a few infantry  and a body of 
s turdy mule ptzckers, commded by the  brave Tom iGoore, mho fought on t ha t  day as 
i f  he had been a pr ivate  soldier .  Suddenly the  si,tl, ~cnra~uti, observed our tzr- 
expected approach, and gave tho alarm t o  t h e i r  fr iends.  ::e dashed fortmrd at'a 
wild gallop, chee r iw  as we went, and I am sure we were all anxious a t  t ha t  moment 
t o  avenge our comrades of Iienryvs ba'vtalion. 

B y t  the  c ~ u l i n g  savages did not w a i t  f o r  us. They picked 
up t h e i r  w o u e d ,  a l l  but t h i r t e en  of t he i r  deag,and broke away t o  the  rlorthwest 
on t h e i r  fleet conies l e ~ v i w  us oniy the th i r teent tscalps ,w one hundred and f i f t y  
dead horse8 and ponies and u few old blankets and war bonnets a s  trophies of the  
f a  Our losses,  inclvdinf: the f r i end ly  Iridian~, mounted %v d ~ o ~ t  f i f t y ,  rnost of the 

4 casua l t i es  :,eing i n  the  7hird Cavalry, chick ' i~ore the !runt  of '';he f igh t  on the 
Eosebud. "'lms ended the  erqagen;e~tt vdiich was the prelude t o  t h e  E r e  t tragedy iiluit 

$occurred e i sh  dujrs l a t e r  i n  tho nel,;hboriq val ley of the  L i t t l e  3ig Horn. 


