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é:) GROUARD CHAP. XXXVII  CONT.

Crook's ordér was instantly obeyed, and we were fortunate enough
to find a comparatively easy way out of the elongated trap into which duty had led
ug, Ye defiled,*as nearly as possible, by the heads of companies, in parallel
columns, so as to carry out the order with grectest celerity. ¥e were soon
clsar of Dead Canyon although we had to lead our horses over and among the boulders

~and fallen timber. 7The crest of the side of the ravine proved’ to be a sort of

plateau, and there we could hear quite plainly the noise of the attach on Royall's
front. Ve got out from among the loose rocks and scraggy trees that fringed the
rim of the gulf, and found ourselves in cquite an open country. "Prepare to mount——
mount!? sghouted the officers, and we were again in the saddle.

Then we urged our animals to their best pace, and speedily
came in view of the contending parties. The Indians had their ponies, guarded
mostly by mere boys, in the rear of the low, rocky crest which they occupied.
The position held by Royall rose semewhat hicher, and both lines could be seen
at a glance. There was very heavy firing, and the Sioux were efidsntly preparing
to make an attack &n force, as they were riding in b, the score, especially ffom the
point a andoned by Lills' battalion in its movement down the canyon, and which
was partially held thereafter by the friemdly Indians, a few infantry and a body of
sturdy mule packers, commanded by the brave Tom lioore, who fought on that day as
if he had been a private soldier. Suddenly the bicua iwvguuvs observed our un-~
expected approach, and gave the alarm to their friends. Ue dashed forward atia
wild gallop, cheering as we went, and I am sure we were all anxious at that moment
to avenge our comrades of Henry's battalion.

up their wouxed, all but thirteen of their dead,and broke away to the northwest
on their fleet ponies leaving us only the thirteen"scalps,™ one hundred and fifty
dead horses and ponies and a few old blankets and war bonnets as trophies of the

But the cunning savages did not wait for us. They picked %

: fray. Our losses, including the friendly Indians, amounted tu about fifty, most of the
¢ Casualties heing in the Third Cavalry, which bore the trunt of the fight on the
2 Hogebud. “hus ended the engagement which was the prelude to the gre-t tragedy that

toccurred eigh days later in the neighboring valley of the Little Big Horn.



