
@P _*fa agjgon; q n G  ~,$ggZy& &J bring mt8ers t o  a c r i s i s .  He rode up to  where the 
of f icers  of ::illisQ bat ta l ion were staneir4,  or s i t t i a  , behind the i r  men, who mere 
prone on the skirmish l ine ,  and said,  i n  effect ,  "It i s  t i n e  t o  stop t h i s  s~ i rmish -  
ing, Colonel. Vciu must tfike your ba t ta l ions  znd so for  t he i r  vill%:e wax down the 
c8ny0n.~ '*All,right, s i r , "  replied ;:ills, and the order to  r e t i r e  and remnaht was 
gPY en. 

7 r o o ~ s  :,, 3 and :; of L-llls* bat ta l ion,  havi g remounted, guided 
by the scout qrouard, -;lu.rqfi:ed immediatik3y in50 .>hat i s  cal led,  on chat authority I 
know not, %he Dead 2cinyon of Rosebud i f ~ l l g ~ .  1 t i s  EL dark, nzrow a ,d windim def i le ,  

239 over a dozen miles i n  l e ~ t h ,  and*the i ; t in  I :dian,vil lwe uns sl~gyosed to  be s i tua ted  
i n  the north end of i t .  Lieut. Bourke, or Crook's s t a f f .  acco~npanied the column. 
A body of Sioux, posged on L. bluff which conmanded t h e  viest s ide o f  the  e anyon, v a s  
b r i l l i a n t l y  dislodged by a bold charge of  Troop 3 ,  wlder 'Jag%. Sutorious and Lieut . 
Von Leuttel.iitz. After t h i s  our march began i n  eornest. 

- The Sluffs,  on < ~ o t h  sides of the rnvine, were t t i a k l y  covered 
with rocks c t n d  f i r  t rees ,  thus affording mple  protection to  =-enemy., c r n d  making 
it inlpossible for our cavalry t o  ac t  a s  flankers. Col. :.;ills ordered the sect ion of 
the ba t ta l ion  rnovi-2 on the east  side of the cccLnyon t o  cover t he i r  conrades on ;he 
west side, i f  f i r ed  upon, c;nd vice versa. ?his was good advice, and =39od s t ra tegy 
i n  the :;osition i n  which we were placed. "e $egai t o  tbirik our force rather weak 
for  so venturesome an enterprise,  but Lieut. 2w;rke informed the Colonel t ha t  the 
f iv;  troops of the Third Cavalry, under Bgj.  ;;ayes, viere marching behind us. A s l i gh t  
r i s e  i n  the valley enaLled us t o  $ee the dust s t i r r e d  up b: the sugporting column 
some distsnce i n  $be rear.  

The day I , r t t  become absolutely perfsct ,  an3 we a l l  f e l t  elated, 
exhilerated a s  we vere by our :.crning*s pxperience. h'evertheless, some of the 
more thoughtful o f f icers  had the i r  misgivings, bectruse the  canyon %as cer ta in ly  a 
most dangerous def i le ,  v;here a l l  the a&vantsge viould be on the side of the savages. 
Cen Custer, although not nnrching i n  a pos i t ion  s o  daru~erous, uix2 r ; r i t k i  a force nesrly 
e q n ~ l  t o  ours, suffered anriihilaticn a t  the h:mds cf the sb;.e enemy, a11ou.t eiyhteen 
miles fur ther  westward, only ei,-ht days afterward. 

24-0 Noyes, marching h i s  b s t t a l i on  rppidly, soon ovet;took our rear  
guazd, and the  whole column increase& i t s  Face. Fresh siyns of Indians began t o  
appear i n  a l l  directions,  and me began t o  f e e l  that  the s igh t ing  of t he i r  v i l l age  
must Se only n cluestion of a few miles fvr ther  on. 'Je came t o  a ha l t  i n  a kind of 
cross canyon, which had an opening toward the ,:?@st, and .%here t i ~ h t e n e d  up our :lorsesf 
g i r ths ,  %nd c:ot r e ~ d y  for 'i'rhat w e  b ~ l i e v e d  must be a desperctte fig-ht. The 
keen-eared Grouard pointed toward the accident, sxl said to Col. L:ills, "I herr  
f i r i n g  i n  that  direction,  s i r . ?  Just  then there was a sound of f i e r ce  gailoping 
behind us, and a norseman, dressed i n  buckskin, an6 mearici a 10%- beard, o r ig ina l ly  
black, but turned temporarily E-ray by the dust, ahoc oy &au urz~teu coawad, fd dbushed 
up t o  where Zol. Llills and the o f i e r  o f f icers  liere standiilg. 

It p s  baj. 8.5. Xickerson, of the General's s ta f f .  He has been 
unfortunate since, but  he showed himself a hero on that  day a t  l eas t .  "e had ridden, 
with a single orderly, through the c:myon t o  overtake us, at the imminent p e r i l  of 
h i s  l i f e .  

"LIills," he said, . 'Toyall is hard pressed, and must be relieved. 
Henry i s  badly viounded, and Vroom's troop i s  a l l  cut up. ?he General orders that  you 
and Boxes d e f i l e  by your l e f t  f lank out of t h i s  canycn and f a l l  on t h e  rear of t h e  
Indians who a re  pressing Royall." This, then, was the f i r i n g  tha t  Gktouard had heard. 


