
231 * It w i l l  be se?n fro% *:hat both Finerty and i3ourke say of t he  Roseb~d 
that  G r o w d  had iloted thin;-s very accurately, and divined %he pur;:ose of 
the Sioux t o  a nioety as  he passed doim the "cul de sac" i n  advmce of Liille8 
courageous battalion.  He ion~ve, b , - c~use  h i s  s ix  yearst  e s ~ e r i a n c e  with 
these same Indians had been a pract ical  lesson t o  him, tha t  death iswaited 
the en t i r e  com~md at the lower end of the cmyon. One of the great  wonders 
now i s  why Cenzy Zorae, ivhen it was discovered tha t  L I i l l s *  ba t ta l ion  turned 
t o  leave the death trap, did not # a l l  upon arid w i h i l u e  it. The explrtna- 
t i on  seems t o  be folmd i n  the words of trazjr Fiofse himself. He wanted the 
en t i r e  com:ad, and even thsn had hopes of ge t t ing  it. SniTing he repeated 
the t ac t i c s  then attempted a t  the  Suster ba t t l e ,  and, viith t h e  same force 
he had tiirown =ainst Crook, c w--ht the f ive troops of  the Seventh Savalry 
(rank aiid f i l e )  t o  the very l a s t  sotll.--&U2HOR. ) 

I had seen d l  I wanted t o  see t o  convince rile of what was going 
on, and v.hen I got back bhe General was just r e d y  t o  s t a r t  down t h ~  canyon, 
In f L C ~ ,  the bihole con~cad ha2 s ta r ted  when I ~ i ~ e t  it. I asked Gen. 3 r ~ o k  
vihere they y~ere goint.; o !le s -id: 

'9oqjfi ts the village." 

"You c?nvt  go through the canyon," I told 

IIe ask& why. 

I said, "fou c a n v t  g o  through. lheg n i l 1  k i l l  your crhole cm- 
inand i f  you attempt t o  go through there." 

He could not Selieve tha t ;  lt;~~-?~Cd 2uietly a b o u t  i t .  I 'did every- 
232 thing I could t o  d i  ssua&e h i  ,, and t h e  only * way I could p e v d  on h i m  t o  

abandon the undertaking aas by t e l l i a g  h i m  there i;as aa ammunition i n  the 
command. ?he s c ~ u t s  didn' t  ha-~e  any, srd a great  m & : ~  of t h  3 cotnp" nies 
didn't have any , ~ n c ?  ahen the Seneral gave orders t o  find out how much 

unit ion tkere  was, i t  didn ' t  everage ten  car t r idges  t c  the-laap; itrd tha t  
v;as th, on1,- thing t h  t stopped him. In  fact ,  it was the only thing that  
saved h i s  c o ~ ~ a n 6 ,  because h e  zoizld have r!!ade the ~ t t e n ~ t  t o  go through the 
cnnyon under any other circumstances. 

...% en Srook made up h i s  mind t o  &o ~ayt i r inz ,  it i r  as  generally 
done. The only E Y ~ T  I could convince him not t o  go :-us by sa t i s fy izq  him 
of there beirig no = m i t i o n  i n  the co:,mand. I hld seen till ~LLY how the 
Indians and troops were f i r i q ,  tznd especially the scoxts, s o  I &sic& the 
General to f ind out the m.0-znt of amnunition each company had. i!e f o w d  he 
wonld have t o  iyai t u n t i l  he g:ot more @unition from the %a,--ons before 
taking the offensive. ':e nent fnto cmnp a t  the loxer erd of the b a t t l e  
f i e l a ,  i s  f a r  a s  the  f igh t  v~.s concsrned, I don't think tha t  e i ther  side 
co*:ld claim a cornrlete victory, alt,koqc;h the troops 1-ie1d tLe yound. The 
Indians had t;ried t o  l e c ?  the troops do;;'n 5:l~ro.i; -k the c,x~gon they .had 
f o r t i f i e d  on each si; e;(,nd i f  t he  troops he3 ever gone dottn t i i r o ~ h  there, 
there kvo'xld hot lmve been one of them l e f t  t o  t e l l  the t ~ l e ,  for  the Indians 
were fixed i n  such a cay that  they co-11d hctve cross-f i red them ,$i Wout 
g e t t i r y  hurt themselves, or cal l6  even have rolled rocks down i n  amongst 

233 them and crushed ther:~. * 

Seein,: t h i s  t;hile Ilzas .-oi doa~n tilrotgh the cznycn i s  the 
reason I t r i e d  s o  hard t o  s t02 the cotman2 froi4 going t h o  a:h. To sun up 
the  .whole b r t t l e ,  there  were t\;enty-eight soldiers  k i l l  zd and f i  ty-six 
wounded. One of the Indian scouts was k i l l ed  and three of them ;;.o?mded. On 
the Indian -1side there were th i r t een  of them kil led,  t b t  I know of, tlnd 
I could not t e l l  number t ha t  \.ere \rounded, but there were a many 


