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Late one f a l l  we were camped near &%:+&ts.b on the 
r iver ,  and our supply was very low; so low, i n  fact ,  that  
11 very hungry. Ths was comiw down the river,  so that 

we were unable to  cross the s t  get t o  vhere t h e  buffalo fed, and it 
beg- to  look a s  i f  vre were i n  for a long s tretch of starvation, The one grea t  
problem among the Indians was the securing of food. A l l  other m t t e r s  ll.ere 
\of second8ry consideration. ON, morning two f ine  buffaloes vere seen t o  corn 

1 
down on the  north s ide of the r iver  opposite our camp. This sight was too 
much for us, and *myself and two young bucks rLmde up our minds that  we would 
s w i m  across the r iver  and get  the animals. ::e t ied our ar.munition pouches 

hion top of our hehds, fastened our gune t o  logs, and juniped into the angry 
'katream, the en t i re  vi1lat.e watching our movements. f r  

Ye pushed the logs on which we had fastened our guns ahead of 
us while we swam, and at  l a s t  reached the northern bank of the river.  The 
current was very es.=ift, x,-i the sharp ice,  rushing against our arms and 
breasts, cut gret;t gashes in our flesh, '2e were covered with cuts and blood 4 
when we crawled out of the r a t e r ;  but we managed t o  k e p  our guns fran 
being submerged, ard they were ready for  w e  a s  soon as loaded. 'Ge were 1 

not long in finding, k i l l iqg ,  skinning and quartering the buffaloes, a f t e r  
which we made a r a f t ,  put the meat and our ,gms u2on it, and once more 

i 
t 

trusted our lacerated bodies to  the mercies of the ice-fi l led stream, ar- 
r iving on the opposite b&& a f t e r  a, t e r r ib l e  struggle. 

The Indians were very thcmkful for  the meat, and d i d  every- 
thing i n  the i r  power t o  a l lev ia te  our sufferings and mke us comfortable; 

--but it was many days before we were able t o  leave our tepis, The water in 
qthe r iver  w a s  as cola as the ice ~ h i c h  floated i n  i ts  current, and a l l  three 
of us caught t e r r ib l e  colds; but the worst t h i n g  we had encountered was the 
ice i t s e l f ,  and i ts  sharp, kn i fe - l ib  edges cut gashes i n  our bodies tha t  

!were weeka in healing. It w6s a buffalo hunt under d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  and the  
!~ndians never t i r ed  of re la t ing  the  story t o  the i r  friends and acquaintances 
!solong the other tr ibes.  f 123 * 

During the t r i p  I made that  sane year to  t h e  ;SCLg irooded 
mountains i n  the  S r i t  i sh possessions i n  c omparq ai th f ive ~ndf~iii$";*~*G,e-$"a~a$d 
through the g r e ~ t e s t  herds of buffaloes I ever saw. .;e traveled over 
twelve hundred miles, and the country for  four hundred miles of the dis- 
tance was covered with thousands upon thousands of these cr.ni.~als. On t h i s  
same t r i p  I'witnessed a b i g  pra i r ie  f i r e  and salt a stmipede of wild  
horses. It was one of the most awe-insBiring s ights  I ever beheld, and it 
w a s  a long t h e  be;'ore the vividness of i t  died out of my mind. ';Xhen we 
l e f t  the Indian vil lage t o  take t h i s  t r i p  our intention was t o  v i s i t  the : 
country of tze Blackfeet and run off a big hand of the i r  horses, but 
we became entangled i n  the swanps and were coupelled t o  return, - 


