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I went frorn Fort !la11 t o  the bend of &ilk r iver .  3etseen tha t  
~ o i n t  and Fort Peck there i s  a big open f l a t .  Through the center of t h i s  f l a t  

76 there i s  a gulch. In the rainy season the mrater comes t h r o ~ g h  there. * There 
a r e  large t rees  i n  the center of i t ,  and r.igkt s t ra igh t  down and i ~ p  again, t h i s  
gulch is  twenty or twenty~f ive  feet  deep. Anyhow i t  coulci not b e  seen f o r  any 
distance, It was about 3 o'clock i n  the afternooil -:hen I feached the g ~ l c h .  
The snow was comiry: from the so;~th ri,-ht i n  my face. I had on a big *,uffalo 
overcoat, a handkerchief t i ed  around throat,  a d  had Big buffalo mitts on 
my hand tha t  were tied or, a t  the elbows, and had 02 buff:ilo lezgins and moc- 
casins. I was r i d i w  one horse and leading <mother. There had been no indi- 
cation of Indians a t  a l l ,  and I was not looking fo r  aqy, Then I was i n  the 
,rrulch-- just as  my horse s ta r ted  up the other side-the animal I w a s  on 
ju@ped, and the next thine; I knew somebod3 h i t  me over the back. That *a$ the 
f i r s t  indication I had of Indians. 

They had waited %or me t o  come in to  the gnlch and catch me 
when I was crossing. Before I realized what w a s  going on, they had s ecuryd 
my horses and pulled me t o  tau es,~und and were trying t o  tzke my coat off. 
They already had my gun. I never thought of h a v i ? ; ~  a gun. I gas r a t t l ed  
or something. .'hey were u-siry- me pbetty hard. I had not come i n  contact 
with the bioux before, and co-rl4 ,lot meerstand a nord they said, Gne 
Indian was tryin:.: t o  get my coat off ,  on6 another one was t rying t o  shoot 
ne. I was keegirsz the i t ~ d i a n  \rho x i s  t r y l l ~ - "  t o  get my coat off between m e  
and the f e l l o v  tho c a r r i d  ths  yvn. Z don't 'mov; how long the struc:gle 
lasted,  It was but a s :ort t h e ,  ~ihen an Ii ldiw rode ur, to the top of the 

77 gi~lch on horseback. ' * e  were * on to:; of the cv  lch b j  t; i s  ti!.&, and t h i s  
Indian c:-me up on horseb~ck and s a i 3  sometkiuy; t o  :he Iiidian i mas t rjrii'c t o  
keep out of the way of--the one with the ~1~1. $ couldn*t understznd what 
he said. The f i r s t  t l i l i ~  i hew, the  1:;dic-iz zho lias on horseback disiaounted, 
went up t o  the one \rho had the gun, mil knodked him down with a heavy Bow 
he carrier1 i n  h i s  h;md. Ihe Indian who had hole of me, a s  quick as the 
other Iridian v~us knocked down, l e f t  me nlorie and went off t o  one sids. There 
were f o d t e e n  Indians i n  the party, 1 think. I saw it was a c h a q e  for  the  
be t te r  with me. The3 talked mmng theinselves far sone time. The fellow 
who ;<as doing the t a l k i ~  seemed to  be the head ram.  The one r . i th the 
~ e n t  off towards the river.  After ke went away, the leader pPdlleci out h i s  pir>e 
and s a t  dom, and motioned f o r  me t o  b e  sested. I obeyed, and a f t e r  he had 
got through smoking, he made a motion t o  me tha t  he was ?:olng. I could under-' 
stand h i s  signs f i r s t  ra te .  lie made a motion for  me t o  get on a horse, an3 we 


