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ot CROUARD ™ CHAP. VIII ge 75~~-CAPTUSED BY THZ sIoux %

A ghort time after this I was pul on theé mail 1i e

Tort Hall to Fort Feck, at the mouth of Milk river. ¥ L &

dred and forty miles from Fort Peck, up the river. /A had to take cafe of the*

S@\\ mail. Over to lHlk river it was forty miles, and own the river it was one s
N

hundred and forty-five miles. I carréed mail up fne week and down the nexiy,

! mlttlng denredatlone down at the mouth of Milk/river; so I took the two
g}g routes. +‘hat was 1n the spring. 1 carried ;,l that summer and next falll tl;; 3
' § the flrstwp;',ﬁ":,g%& It _was about “tHE-Seed~y 5T WY
oy 1a8% tTiD. 1t took me t-o'da“i”“f*-‘F?ﬁfpfﬁggﬁ“ﬁﬁpb ik Flver to the %ﬁ‘ﬂ
;§ tgtation, and generally two days down. “his station was run by a Frenchman;
-~ s trapper and hunter. I don't remember his name. i
IQS I went from Fort Hall %o the bend of Kilk river. 3Between that

point and Fort Peck there is a big open flat. Through the center of this flat

76 there is a gulch. In the rainy season the water comes through there. * There
are large trees in the center of 1%, and right .straight down and up agaln, this
gulch is twenty or twentysfive feet deep. Anyhow it could not be seen for any
distance. It was about 3 o'clock in the afternoon when I feached the gulch.
The snow was coming from the sowuth right in my face. I had on & big bhuffalo
overcoat, a handkerchief tied around my throat, and had big buffalo mitts on
my hand +h@t were tied on at the elbows, and had on buffulo leggins and moc-—
casins. I was riding one horse and leading another. There had been no indi-
cation of Indians at all, and I was not looking for any. “hen I was in the
gulch--just as my horse started up the other side--the animal I was on '
Jugped, and the next thing I knew somebody hit me over the back. That %as the
first indication I had of Indians. : .

They had waited for me to come into the gulch and catch me
when I was crossing. Before I realized what was going on, they had secursd
my horses and pulled me t0 tuw givund and were trying to tzke my coat off,
They already had my gun. I never thought of having a gun. I was rattled
or someth ng. ‘hey were using me ptetty hard. I had not come in contact
with the ®ioux before, and could nct understand s word they said. One
Indian was trying to get my coat off, and another one was trying to shoot
me. I was keeping the Indian who was Hryiis to get my coat off between me
and the fellow tho carried the gun., I don't know how long the struggle
lasted. It was but a srort time, when an Indian rode up to the top of the Z

77  gulch on horseback. e were * on topn of %the gilch by this tize, 'and this i
Indian csme up on horseback and said something to the Indian I was trying to 7
keep out of the way of--the ons with the gun. § couldn't understand what
he said. The first thing I knew, the Indian who was on horseback dismounted,
went up to the one who had the gun, and knodked him down with a heavy bow
he carried in his hand. The Indian who had hold of me, as quick as the
other Indian was xnocked down, left me alone and went off to one side. There
were fourteen Indians in the party, I think. I saw it was a change for the
better with me. Yhey talked mmong themselves far sone time. The fellow
who was doing the talking seemed to be the head man. The one vwith the gun z
went off towards the river. After he went away, the leader pulled out his pipe;ﬁ
and sat down, and motioned for me %to be seated. I obeyed, and after he had -
got through smoking, he made a motion to me that he was going. I could under=' @
stand his signs first rate. e made a motion for me to get on & horse, and we




