
ponies f l e e t  as t he  wind, wild and f r ee  as a red deer and at colors of 
t he  rainbow. 

Stnce rodws, or ma3.1 roundups o r  s t a p e d e s  were introduced i n t o  
berfoan and CanadIan l i f e  early i n  the 19th century while t he  Indian 
pony was in the heyday of h i s  long and useful U f e ,  it would be d s s  
not to #e amtion one blood red bay iutd large white spots one blue eye, 
one black eye, black legs and hooves with bari-colored tail, a t r u e  
paint  or  pinto mare, t h i s  tnle t ype  of Indian pony, a mare she never 
bothered raising a co l t ,  she was out of' 8. L. Cooper's famous horse herd 
&out 90 wiles north - - of Maple Crecsk in t h e  spring of 1 '311  she was corralled 
with sll of Coopers , L  brand, one of t h e  cowboys soon noticed her standing 
on her hind legs with both forefee t  on t h e  t o p  corral  rail, she wanted her  
freedom an.i! m a d  nearly wake it by holding and Jumping straight up but 
fell back, got up and shook herself, but had a t t rac ted  t h e  a t t en t ion  of 
some of t h e  older ~ o w b y s  like Jse &riorr who knew an outlew when he Pound 
one, Joe got her b M n d  one or two other  ponies and i n t o  t h e  squeefte wing 
of t he  brendfng shoot whan Ear l  W t n e y  squeezed her  with t h e  block ant 
tack le  laver holCURg her IfWy,  she bellowed and bawled aad cried 7dth 
rage, but she could not hami herself ,  only bawl with fury as this was the 
ascond ti- i n  her four p a r  old M f e  she had been handled, t h e  ffrst 
t h e  was three years previous when she had been following and nursing 
her Indian pbnp paint mother When a awboy hsd flipped a loop under her  
forefeet ,  thrown her t o  t h e  ground wh.ile another cowboy t i e d  her feat 
and held her nose off of the ground M l e  she veflowed and bawled with 
rage as t h e  first c o ~ n h y  came with  a r d  hot small c o l t  Iron and on her 
left th igh put t h e  1 I -  , her ohnerst brand, f t  burned only er &nuts, it 
was in thf a verp same trap s h ~  had tried t o  outrun t h e  point r i d e m  todar, 
but they had been running her and her  Xndian ponx chums e h o e  ear ly  dawn 
get t ing fresh re~launts after daylight ao they had to come in the wings 
as the  cowboys were shaking slickers a t  than aaklng a nvise l i k e  a 
deadly ra t t lesnake xhich she had always avoided, and now t h i s  older  man 
who did not smell so bad waa t a k i n g  softly tie her, he quickly scat an 
etk&fn ooat over her head when a l l  was darkness she was qufet now, 
trembling a l l  over, doe Marlon quleidgr out ou t  an inch wide etdpa of her 
mane just baok of her ears X o r  a aarker as he did  on many others,  re- 
leasing the  lever she was turned into e sammZ& 00rrdful1 of geldings 
end 9amrss without aolts t h a t  would weigtr over one thousand pounds shaped 
r i gh t  fo r  saddle stock, The Hapla Creak mare was drfvern. along s a e  twenty 
railers a day with several thousand of he r  old ga l s  ell of the s t a l l i o n s  
having been castra ted t o  quiet thekrl befare t he  drive s t a r t &  so i n t e n  
daye thuy were opposite t h e  well equipped 7,- ranch on the  erst s ide  of 
the  icy cold Old Efan river where they rested and grared on t h e  d e b  
peatrine zind black g r m a  grass for two days, then just before daylight 
the thin¶ day t h e  Maple Creek mare Beard loud yelling, steady popp%ng 
of s i x  shooters as the  half wild horses were forced down on a vast  
sand bar  and amndad i n t o  t he  icy cold s w i d n g  water where the  current 
carried them do- stream f o r  t h w e  hundred yards where the current hi t  
&he d'pgosfte baak, SOB% haroes swam with only t h e i r  nose and ears  above 
water, mias SWPVBI high and easy Pdth t h e i r  shoulders tind back out, the  Maple 
Creek mar6 was one of these, when they maahed the oppos%.e bank s a e  
rolled in the sand and @at up shaking thmselves  a l l  over as a dog would 
while some merely shook themselves and went t o  gra-g, the  a p l e  Greek 
mare shook herself carefully and then bucked in a c i r c l e  gracefully f o r  


