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The l a s t  years? o r  days? of the Indian Pony. 
Fmii the t h e  i n  the ear* stmaer of 1598 when tha t  Paertidious Spaniarb 
gentleman, Don Juan Otiate l o o s a d  ~ 0 0  &xed Spanish brses consisting 
of mares, mrk braeor and stal l ioas on the lush birgfn grasma grasses of 
bhe fiabar and mewas a t  Smta Pc, Beor Pledco, along the  mountain t ~ ~ t e r f e d  
U o  Grand6 River until 1895 was B9t; 297 years and i n  t h a t  tbs  we uinra 
safely s t a t e  tha t  the pinto, spotted or Calico f ndf rul pony populated Elll 
of the brrltoq west of the  U s e i s s i p p i  Ritrer t h a t  had a e lbake and 
wrffiuient grass a d  other roughage to de'trelop a strong f l e e t  and ~ e l o u s  
horse &hat ma the  wander and adsiratifon of t h e  horse age. 

l* J w t  before 1900 there appcwd on t h e  cowtry  roads in t h e  mid-rws%ern 
states a aputteming, ~ o w f n g  ~ c l d n g  contraption that, resembled a horse- 
less cart  and swtl3ed like a mall w e l l  known chicken eating spotted a n i m a l  
howi to all herican beys and g%rh of that age; a p l d n  old skunk, it WQJ 
the h o r s a e s e  buggy. Bk) oae prophesied t he  ent ire  Bftinctfon of the horses 
i n  use by a l l  d a a s e r  Q? Amdricana -19 people all over t h e  known world whoaa 
up to that t h e  had more o r  laable, bere- c i v i l f a d  by t h e  use of and dow 
tbruugh over twenty centuries of aasocisMon k'ith horses end to soma extent 
his hybrid offspring the mule, d l  mtrth ale: bdstory up t o  f i f t e e n  years 
ago i s  repleat kith references t o  horses a d  horseaten i n  a l l  walks  of l i fe  
and i n  the  glorious w w s  of a l l  ages and peoples the much wbrafjgpd and 
d e i f i e d  man on horrebacp outrmks BU other eccuga%ions, our language, all 
h is tory  &a replaet with such comparisons as horselrtugh, horse sense dlnd xiule 
reason; horse of another color, Batting on the horses, neighed l i k e  s horse, 
snored like a horse, b%g as a draf t  horse fn megioPg of t h e  snormous Shir l  
and CQdesdafe and Pereheron d ra f t  horses nagnificently hitched wi th  costly 
ornaaented harness of a t  l east  four i n  hand t o  a brewers wagofl, lead boresea 
wheelhorse. P m  about 1925 when Se\fnt lads, ikissouri, rstarked p&ng  

rants, companies of outfi tbed tloldiers f o r  western arayr posts, long 
stoga wagons drawn by miles, exen and horses and as the m b e r  of fndian 

ponies, mustangs, broncos, pinto and pafnt ponfeg all of the s,uae origin, 
starts b the hwdrrtds of head by sales ohiefly by iAfilliara Bent of k t ' s  
Port on the Arkansas the  Xndian pony l i te r~3. lywmt ts w r k  as an FIU mund 
beast of burden f o r  every purpose icnovan t o  rrr~lntdnd a t  that t h e ,  l o ~ g  
jerkl ine teams of 40 horses hitched %wo abreast, t h e  le&ders with s ball  
and Jockey stf& t o  Uteh them tagsther, the hoakey stick baing hickorp a? 
the accurate lrsngth d t h  two heavy i ron  snaps, one on eoch end to snap ia 
rr b i t  r i ng  of the Bridle on each b r a e ,  the other 18 matibars were hitohed 
t o  a long chain as were t h e  Leadera by double treett, and single tree@; t he  
wagon master eua he was uafled on f ~ & g h t  outf%ts, generally rode a pin+io 
horae o r  horse 02 an odd c o l ~ r  with three o r  Pour i n  his string, a~lne tisles 
he ear144 a whip but more often a rifle under his l e f t  leg and always an6 
pis to l  and oftern two wi%h the ever present  uartridge belt, ss he rods op 
and down MI h i s  l ine  of s t r a i n h g  hersas he? depended OB his skill at ours 
words to urge them along, green horses were never b 
were blind folded, &~%cssed and tied i n  the chain, 
along, the 1mg l i n e  akimetr mde d t h e r  t h e  seat o 
himself with has long one rein jerkline and trained 
stick. Indlan ponies, austangs, Spanish horses did  their share of thSa 


