
January 6, 1949 

Mrs. Bert E. Heisler 
Verden, Oklah~ma 

Dear Mrs. Heisler: 

Thanks for your kin5 praise of my new book* I am h a p ~ ) ~ ~ t k a t  p u  f i n d  It 
elljoyable 8 

Mpst of the questions you auk you will. find answered i n  the two ~0f~3.138 

tJook by George 3ird Grinnell  e n t i t l e d  The Cheyenne Indians. 1 believe it is 
&bl$shed by the Yale L'nZverufty P~ess .  

In bruaft country the Indians ran ~3.1~3 horses into corrals, closed the  gate 
and roped them. On t h e  prairie they tr ied to separ&te the stallion from h i s  hers, 
then,%t was no great tr fok  to catch t3e mares. Sometimes they pursued a band of 
wUd horses in relays, chasinh-: them i n  cfrsles. lt%sn a w i l d  horse 53 roped they 
chokk b5.m dam and tie him to the t a i l  of n gent le  mare, bringfnq the rope forward 
amwd her shoulders so thizt  no w i l d  horse could fn3urea her. The wild one had 
enou&h halter rgge t~ graze and drink b ~ t  had t o  follow t h e  parer After four or  
f%w, b y s  of t h i s  he famed t h e  habit of fol,lowing bar, diemver she went and 
c@Jd b.., nleaaad. Meanwhile the Indians would handle the wild one gently, place 
g bl&n4et on his back, hop on and off quickly and f i n a l l y  sit on his back* 

i IE a hhrse bucked, they w u l d  put hL% on a sand bar i n  the river where the 
: +tap &ad wde buck% 4iEPicult and where a f a l l  a~ould not hurt the riderr 

/ / Plqi3.n~ ndians were daring horseman and sxprts, w5llinp to  r i d s  aqything on four 
legs r used t o  be said that a white iw would uae o horse up anl abandon it, 

L then ,q ~48\~can  -515 ride it snJ. leave it for dead, a f ter  r-rhlch the Xndian would 
-. c w g  a$ong,and rtde it the rest of his LSfs*  Men I was a boy you could always 

ts42 an Tndian rider fmm a distance by the continual rLse and fill af h i s  quirt 

' / ;$mL 
F 

Their saddles were wooden frames covered d t h  rawhider To mike them 
oppnrfo&ablts they commonly spread a blanket over the saddle. 

/ 

hrierdly they stole horses or raised them -- par t ly  for reasons of restige, e pard* because such horses were better then the vild brush t a i l s .  oft*? he E 
i 
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