PARKER, ELY SAIUEL. .
A mixed-blcod Seneca of the Wolf clan, son of Chief William Parier, whose

wnife was a descendant of a Muron captive; born on the Tonawanda res,, N. Y., in
k328, His Sen=ca name vwas “ssanoanda, 'Coming to the Front,' but on receiving the
offieial title D:ionin, hoga, we (it Holds the door open'}) wnen,he became eighth
chief of the tribe, he laid the other a:ide. ~¥arker reccived an academic education
studied law and 01v11 engineering, and at the outbreak of the Civil War was employed
as an engineer om a Govermment building at Galena, Ill., then the home of Ulyssess
S. Grant. 4 friendship sprung up between ihs two W“ich continued after both joimed
the Union Army at the outbresk of the Civil War, Parker's distinzuished ssrvice

in the Vigksburg carpaign led to his selection by “rant ss & member of his staff.

In May, 1883, he becanms assistant.add utant-zoneral, with ths rank of captain, and was
4f+erwd~d spera tary to Gen. Trant until the cl 88 of the wsr, Un &Apr. 9, lvub he bs-
came brigadier-ceneral of velunteers; in 188 S/ [ TAFEL [ A ERVRBE 11 $HAEEE 40 [ 44
a first lieutenant of cavalry in the Unlted States army, =2nd on kar. 2, 18567, cap~
tain, “ajor lieutarant-colcnel, and brigadier--eneral., By reason of their 1n+imute
relatlons as well as of Park: "s excellent handwrlhnb, Grant intrustcd him while

his Sﬁcretqrv with both his perscral and official correspondence. it was thus that
at “Yes's surrender farker engrosssd the articles of capitulation. Parker resigped. -
from the army in 1869 to ac:ept from Fresident Grant an appointment as Commissioner

of Indian 4ffairs, &e retlred in 1871, but subsecuently held several positions
. under the city sovermment of “'. Y. , and at the time of his death at Fairfield,

Conn., iug. 31, 1905, was connected with the police department. Gen. FParker aas an
intimate frlﬂnd of Lewis I. Morgan, the etnncloglst, apd his effieicnt coworker, in
preparing his "Leazue of the Iroquois,” first published in 1851. "The recognized
authority and value of this book are dus to the work of Parker as well as to that

of korgan, A4is s sacher farker had full knowledge of the 1fst1tut10ns of his people
and as a man of educztion and eculture he had both the interest and &bility to make
those inmstitutions knowha to eivilized man as nmo ordinary interpreter could have done."
Parker had = sister, Liss Caroline G. Parker (Gahano, 'Hanging F ower'¥ and a younger
brother, Hicholas, both of whom the General survived. HMigs Parker (sometimss with-
out reason, referred to as "Queen of the Senecas”) mrried John Mountpleasant, a
Tuscarora. .Consult ®organ, Leaegfie of the Iroquois, a new edition edited and annotated
by Herbert M, Lloyd, B. Y. 1904 ‘



