
During the  building of the Canadian Pac i f ic  Railwax it w s the  duty of the  

i.,ounted Pol ice  t o  suppress the  t r a f f i c  i n  into:cicmts anon,. t4,e er~ployees, 

keep a genersil o v e r s i ~ l i t  over t he  r:iil::n:r c33p, and reserve order/p. 582/ 

sloii; the  right-of-way. In rt l e t t e r  dated ,T%rnxrtr;. 1, 1883, S i r  i i i l l i ~ ~ l  Vca 

Home expressed h i s  p a t i  tude Tor t!le e f f i c i en t  rlniilier i n  v ~ l l i  ci-1 these  onerous 

da t i e s  were perfumed. ''On no gret:t work within r,lv Lrl~mledge vi:ere so m,axiy 

nien h ~ ~ v e  been ernyloyed," sa id  he, "has such perfect  order prevuSled." 

Vhen the great  .&nericun t r&ascont inental  roads were ,alder construct  ion 

they were contirrdalljr impeded b ; ~  the Ind l~ms .  A few sporadic atteril~lts i n  t h i s  - 
di rec t ion  were r.l:de in Caneda, but t l ~ e  enerdir and sang f ro id  of the pol ice  

prevented arl2- ser ious  trouble.  

On one occns'an Chief Pi-a-pot 'and his  bmd resorted to  the str8tagern of 

passive res is tance,  del iberxte ly  encnrnping an the  ri&t-of-r:~ay and r e f u s i ~  to  

move. d complaint was duly r e ~ i s t e r e d  wi th  the  police au tho r i t i e s  and a 

sergeant ~ l l d  a constable were sent  t o  mcve the  troublesome band. dccornpanied 

by a j e e r i w  rnob of the brrbar ians ,  t:iey vent d i r e c t l y  t o  Pi-a-pot's te l l t ,  

conveyed the comr-iand f o r  him t o  remove h i s  encsriipr(lent nrld infor~oed hir:~ t ha t  i f  

the order ;;.ere not obe;;ed f o r t h t ~ ~ i t h  t h e j  twain i~ould ut.,dertal.e the tt3,sk at the  

end of f i f t e en  1,lin;rtes. The proposit ion v:xs received v:ith l a - ~ h t e r .  The 

sergeant accordili<l;f took out h i s  $:rtch :*rrd i,e uLd liis ~ o r ~ ~ ~ r ~ i i i o n  stood , ~ t  

a t t en t i on  :jeside t % ~  t e n t  d m r  fo r  ,% qu:..rter of an hour, r!lxcli, to the  enter ta in-  

ment of t he  Iridians. Jhen the tirile ;i-~d expired the  sergehlit returned h i s  

watch to h i s  poc:;et and, a i thou t  f;rrl;her x~i~arley, t h e  t w o  constables cat the guy 

ropes of Pi-a-pot's t e n t ,  causing i t  t o  collapse on the  hec~ds of i t s  surprised 

occupants. The whole encanlprnent ivris insts:ntly i n  ,o,n uproar and ~ l o t h i r ~ g  ba t  t he  

ch i e f t a in ' s  vigorous personal e f f o r t s  saved the  l i v e s  of the policemen. Pi- 

a-pot was no fool. He mderstood well e n o x ~ h  t h ~ t  these two mdscious Red 

Co~t ts  had behilid them tile whole mi.;ht of Canada and t he  X i n g ,  and he 2rhmptly 

ordered iiis braves t o  s t r i k e  carnp and leave t c~e  rai1w:xy l i n e  f r ee  of obstruction.  


